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UNIVERSAL REMOTE RADIO HEAD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 61/768,038 filed on Feb. 22,
2013, which is hereby incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

Distributed base stations systems may include base station
baseband signal processing functionality and base station
control functionality and remote radio heads. Remote radio
heads may include radio frequency (RF) transceivers and
power amplifiers. In exemplary distributed base station radio
systems, digital baseband data is transported between the
baseband processing unit located in the host unit and the
remotely located radio frequency (RF) transceivers located at
the remote units. In exemplary distributed base station radio
systems, the baseband processing unit communicates with
the remote radio head using channelized Common Public
Radio Interface (CPRI) signals and/or Open Base Station
Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) signals.

SUMMARY

A distributed base station radio system includes a first
channelized to broadband conversion unit configured to
receive first downlink channelized data for a first radio fre-
quency band from a first channelized radio frequency source;
and a first universal remote radio head communicatively
coupled to the first channelized to broadband conversion unit.
The first channelized to broadband conversion unit is further
configured to convert the first downlink channelized data into
a first downlink broadband signal. The first channelized to
broadband conversion unit is further configured to commu-
nicate the first downlink broadband signal to the first univer-
sal remote radio head. The first universal remote radio head is
configured to receive the first downlink broadband signal.
The first universal remote radio head is further configured to
frequency convert the first downlink broadband signal into
first downlink radio frequency signals in the first radio fre-
quency band. The first universal remote radio head is further
configured to transmit the first downlink radio frequency
signals in the first radio frequency band to a first subscriber
unit.

DRAWINGS

Understanding that the drawings depict only exemplary
embodiments and are not therefore to be considered limiting
in scope, the exemplary embodiments will be described with
additional specificity and detail through the use of the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1A-1B are block diagrams of exemplary embodi-
ments of distributed base station radio systems;

FIGS. 2A-2C are block diagrams of exemplary embodi-
ments of channelized broadband conversion units used in
distributed base station radio systems, such as the exemplary
distributed base station radio systems in FIGS. 1A-1B;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
other signal source interfaces used in distributed base station
radio systems, such as the exemplary distributed base station
radio systems in FIGS. 1A-1B;

FIGS. 4A-4C are block diagrams of exemplary embodi-
ments of distributed base station radio switches used in dis-
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2

tributed base station radio systems, such as the exemplary
distributed base station radio systems in FIGS. 1A-1B;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an exemplary embodiments of
a universal remote radio head used in a distributed base sta-
tion radio system, such as the exemplary distributed base
station radio systems in FIGS. 1A-1B;

FIGS. 6A-6F are block diagrams of exemplary embodi-
ments of radio frequency (RF) conversion modules used in
universal remote radio heads of distributed base station radio
systems, such as the exemplary distributed base station radio
systems in FIGS. 1A-1B;

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating one exemplary
embodiment of a method of operating a distributed base sta-
tion radio system;

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram illustrating another exemplary
embodiment of a method of operating a distributed base sta-
tion radio system;

FIG. 9 is flow diagram illustrating another exemplary
embodiment of a method of operating a universal remote
radio head; and

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram illustrating another exemplary
embodiment of a method of operating a channelized broad-
band conversion unit.

In accordance with common practice, the various
described features are not drawn to scale but are drawn to
emphasize specific features relevant to the exemplary
embodiments. Like reference numbers and designations in
the various drawings indicate like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings that form a part hereof, and in
which is shown by way of illustration specific illustrative
embodiments. However, it is to be understood that other
embodiments may be utilized and that logical, mechanical,
and electrical changes may be made. Furthermore, the
method presented in the drawing figures and the specification
is not to be construed as limiting the order in which the
individual steps may be performed. The following detailed
description is, therefore, not to be taken in a limiting sense.

The embodiments described below describe a distributed
base station radio system including at least one channelized
broadband conversion unit communicatively coupled to at
least one universal remote radio head. The channelized broad-
band conversion unit is communicatively coupled to a chan-
nelized radio frequency source, usually at a base station. In
exemplary embodiments, the channelized broadband conver-
sion unit is at least one of a Common Public Radio Interface
(CPRI) base station interface, an Open Base Station Archi-
tecture Initiative (OBSAI) base station interface, and an Open
Radio Interface (ORI) base station interface. In exemplary
embodiments, the channelized broadband conversion source
includes a representation of an individual channel at base-
band. In exemplary embodiments, the channelized broadband
conversion unit converts the representation of the individual
channel at baseband into a broadband signal capable of rep-
resenting a number of individual channels together in a single
broadband signal. A broadband signal includes individual
channels positioned within a set of spectrum that reflects each
channels location within the RF spectrum. When aggregated,
the individual channels within the broadband signals do not
overlap each other. This broadband signal has a single center
frequency while the individual channelized signals each have
their own center frequency.

This broadband signal is then distributed through a distrib-
uted base station radio switching network to at least one
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universal remote radio head. The universal remote radio head
is multi-standard and capable of receiving the broadband
signal and converting it to radio frequency (RF) and transmit-
ting it using at least one antenna. The universal remote radio
head is not specific to a number of channels or an air protocol
and does not necessarily require any hardware change when
channels are added or removed, or a new modulation type or
air protocol is used. In exemplary embodiments, a plurality of
channelized broadband conversion units convert a plurality of
channelized radio frequency signals received from a plurality
of'channelized radio frequency sources and representing indi-
vidual channels into a single broadband signal that is trans-
ported through the distributed base station radio switching
network to at least one universal remote radio head that con-
verts the single broadband signal into radio frequency (RF)
signals and transmits them using at least one antenna. In
exemplary embodiments, the at least one universal remote
radio head includes a single digital/analog converter and a
single RF converter that can up-convert the entire broadband
signal into RF spectrum having various channels.

As described herein, channelized signals are specific to a
particular channel. In exemplary embodiments, the channel-
ized signals are baseband data, such as channelized in-phase
(D and quadrature (Q) data. The channelized signals are not
positioned relative to one another and require additional base-
band conversion before RF conversion and transmission can
be performed. Specifically, systems that communicate the
channelized signals to remote radio heads will require addi-
tional processing at the remote radio head to convert the
channelized signals before RF conversion and transmission.
Accordingly, the remote radio heads are more complex and
less flexible than the universal remote radio heads described
below.

In contrast, broadband signals are not specific to a particu-
lar channel and may include a number of different channels.
The broadband signals represent either digitized or analog
spectrum and are one step closer to RF signals than the chan-
nelized signals. In exemplary embodiments, the broadband
signal is at an intermediate frequency that maps to a large
portion of RF spectrum including a number of channels. In
exemplary embodiments, the broadband signals can simply
be up-converted from the intermediate frequency to radio
frequency and transmitted at a universal remote radio head as
described below. Thus, the universal remote radio heads do
not need the capability of processing channelized signals
before RF conversion and transmission. Accordingly, univer-
sal remote radio heads are less complex. In addition, it doesn’t
matter what channels are sent to the universal remote radio
heads. In exemplary embodiments, the universal remote radio
head communicates with subscriber units using a first set of
channels at first frequencies and a second set of channels at
second frequencies. In exemplary embodiments, the univer-
sal remote radio head communicates using different modula-
tion and/or radio access technologies simultaneously.

FIG. 1A-1B are block diagrams of exemplary embodi-
ments of distributed base station radio systems 100. Each of
FIGS. 1A-1B illustrates a different embodiment of a distrib-
uted base station radio system 100, labeled 100A-100B
respectively.

FIG. 1A is ablock diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
a distributed base station radio system 100, distributed base
station radio system 100A. Distributed base station radio
system 100A includes at least one channelized broadband
conversion unit 102 (including channelized broadband con-
version unit 102-1 and any number of optional channelized
broadband conversion units 102 through optional channel-
ized broadband conversion unit 102-A), at least one universal
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remote radio head 104 (including universal remote radio head
104-1 and any number of optional universal remote radio
heads 104 through optional universal remote radio head 104-
B), a distributed base station radio switching network 106,
and optional other signal source interfaces 108 (including any
number of optional other signal source interfaces 108 such as
optional other signal source interface 108-1 through optional
other signal source interface 108-C).

Each channelized broadband conversion unit 102 is com-
municatively coupled to a channelized radio frequency
source 110 that is configured to provide a channelized signal
representing a single channel to be transported through the
distributed base station radio system 100A to the channelized
broadband conversion unit 102-1. In the forward path, each
channelized broadband conversion unit 102 is configured to
receive a channelized signal representing a single channel
from a corresponding channelized radio frequency source
110. Specifically, channelized broadband conversion unit
102-1 is communicatively coupled to channelized radio fre-
quency source 110-1 and optional channelized broadband
conversion unit 102-A is communicatively coupled to
optional channelized radio frequency source 110-A. Each
channelized broadband conversion unit 102 is also commu-
nicatively coupled to the distributed base station radio switch-
ing network 106 across a communication link 112. Specifi-
cally, channelized broadband conversion unit 102-1 is
communicatively coupled to the distributed base station radio
switching network 106 across communication link 112-1 and
optional channelized broadband conversion unit 102-A is
communicatively coupled to the distributed base station radio
switching network 106 across communication link 112-A. As
described in more detail below, each channelized broadband
conversion unit 102 is configured to convert a channelized
signal from a corresponding channelized radio frequency
source 110 into a downlink broadband signal and further
configured to communicate the downlink broadband signal to
the distributed base station radio switching network 106 (ei-
ther directly or through other components of the distributed
base station radio system 100A) across a respective commu-
nication link 112. Each downlink broadband signal contains
an individual channel that is positioned within a set of spec-
trum that reflects its location within the RF spectrum. Said
another way, the channel in each downlink broadband signal
is ata different RF frequency than the other channels to which
it is being aggregated. Thus, when multiple downlink broad-
band signals are aggregated together, the individual channels
do not overlap each other and all channels can be upconverted
together to radio frequency spectrum simultaneously.

Similarly in the reverse path, in exemplary embodiments
each channelized broadband conversion unit 102 is config-
ured to receive uplink broadband signals across a respective
communication link 112 from distributed base station radio
switching network 106. Each channelized broadband conver-
sion unit 102 is further configured to convert the received
uplink broadband signal to a channelized signal for the cor-
responding channelized radio frequency source 110 and is
further configured to communicate the channelized signal to
the corresponding channelized radio frequency source 110. In
exemplary embodiments, the uplink broadband signal is an
aggregate of the uplink broadband signals from at least one
universal remote radio head 104. For example, the uplink
broadband signal may be an aggregate of the uplink broad-
band signals from any number of universal remote radio
heads 104.

In exemplary embodiments, the communication links 112
are optical fibers and the communication across the commu-
nication links 112 is optical. In these embodiments, an elec-
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trical to optical conversion occurs at the channelized broad-
band conversion units 102. In other embodiments, the
communication links 112 are conductive cables (such as
coaxial cable, twisted pair, etc.) and the communication
across the communication links 112 is electrical. In exem-
plary embodiments, the communication across the commu-
nication links 112 is analog communication. In other exem-
plary embodiments, the communication across the
communication links 112 is digital communication. In exem-
plary embodiments, any mixture of optical, electrical, analog,
and digital communication occurs across the communication
links 112. In exemplary embodiments, a channelized broad-
band conversion unit 102 may include functionality to con-
vert between digital and analog signals.

Distributed base station radio switching network 106 com-
municatively couples the at least one channelized broadband
conversionunit 102 and the optional other signal source inter-
faces 108 with the at least one universal remote radio head
104. Distributed base station radio switching network 106
may include one or more distributed base station radio
switches or other components that functionally distributes
downlink broadband signals from the at least one channelized
broadband conversion unit 102 to the at least one universal
remote radio head 104. In exemplary embodiments, the dis-
tributed base station radio switching network 106 aggregates
downlink broadband signals from a plurality of channelized
broadband conversion units 102 into a single aggregate down-
link broadband signal that is routed to at least one universal
remote radio head 104. Distributed base station radio switch-
ing network 106 also functionally distributes uplink broad-
band signals from the at least one universal remote radio head
104 to the at least one channelized broadband conversion unit
102. In exemplary embodiments, the distributed base station
radio switching network 106 aggregates uplink broadband
signals from a plurality of universal remote radio heads 104
into a single aggregate uplink broadband signal that is routed
to at least one channelized broadband conversion unit 102.

In exemplary embodiments, the communication links 122
between the other signal source interfaces 108 and the dis-
tributed base station radio switching network 106 are optical
fibers and the communication across the communication
links 122 are optical. In these embodiments, an electrical to
optical conversion occurs at the other signal source interfaces
108. In other embodiments, the communication links 122 are
conductive cables (such as coaxial cable, twisted pair, etc.)
and the communication across the communication links 122
is electrical. In exemplary embodiments, the communication
across the communication links 122 is analog communica-
tion. In other exemplary embodiments, the communication
across the communication links 122 is digital communica-
tion. In exemplary embodiments, any mixture of optical, elec-
trical, analog, and digital communication occurs across the
communication links 122. In exemplary embodiments, an
other signal source interface 108 may include functionality to
convert between digital and analog signals.

Each universal remote radio head 104 is communicatively
coupled to the distributed base station radio switching net-
work 106 across a communication link 114. Specifically,
universal remote radio head 104-1 is communicatively
coupled to the distributed base station radio switching net-
work 106 across communication link 114-1 and optional
universal remote radio head 104-B is communicatively
coupled to the distributed base station radio switching net-
work 106 across communication link 114-B. Each universal
remote radio head 104 includes components configured for
converting between at least one downlink broadband signal
and at least one radio frequency band signal and at least one
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radio frequency antenna 116 configured to transmit and
receive signals in the at least one radio frequency band
to/from at least one subscriber unit 118. In exemplary
embodiments, the downlink broadband signal is an aggregate
of multiple downlink broadband signals each with a channel
positioned within a set of spectrum that reflects its location
within the RF spectrum. In exemplary embodiments having
multiple downlink broadband signals aggregated together,
the individual channels can be converted to the at least one
radio frequency band signals simultaneously.

In the downstream, each universal remote radio head 104 is
configured to convert the at least one downlink broadband
signal into a downlink radio frequency (RF) signal in a radio
frequency band. In exemplary embodiments, this may include
digital to analog converters and oscillators. Each universal
remote radio head 104 is further configured to transmit the
downlink radio frequency signal in the radio frequency band
to at least one subscriber unit 118 using at least one radio
frequency antenna 116. In a specific exemplary embodiment,
universal remote radio head 104-1 is configured to convert the
at least one downlink broadband signal received from the
distributed base station radio switching network 106 into a
downlink radio frequency signal in a radio frequency band.
Universal remote radio head 104-1 is further configured to
transmit the downlink radio frequency signal in a radio fre-
quency band using a radio frequency band antenna 116-1 to at
least one subscriber unit 118-1. In exemplary embodiments,
universal remote radio head 104-1 is configured to convert the
at least one downlink broadband signal received from the
distributed base station radio switching network 106 into a
plurality of downlink radio frequency signals in a plurality of
radio frequency bands. In these exemplary embodiments,
universal remote radio head 104-1 is further configured to
transmit the plurality of downlink radio frequency signals in
the plurality of radio frequency bands using the radio fre-
quency band antenna 116-1 and optional other radio fre-
quency band antennas 116 through optional other radio fre-
quency band antenna 116-D. In exemplary embodiments, the
universal remote radio head 104-1 is configured to transmit
one downlink radio frequency signal to one subscriber unit
118-1 using an antenna 116-1 and another radio frequency
signal to one subscriber unit 118-E using another antenna
116-D. In exemplary embodiments, other combinations of
radio frequency antennas 116 and other components are used
to communicate other combinations of radio frequency sig-
nals in other various radio frequency bands to various sub-
scriber units 118, such as but not limited to using multiple
antenna to communicate with a single subscriber unit 118.

Similarly in the reverse path, in exemplary embodiments,
each universal remote radio head 104 is configured to receive
uplink radio frequency signals from at least one subscriber
unit 118 using at least one radio frequency antenna 116. Each
universal remote radio head 104 is further configured to con-
vert the radio frequency signals to at least one uplink broad-
band signal. Each universal remote radio head 104 is further
configured to aggregate the at least one uplink broadband
signal into an aggregate uplink broadband signal and further
configured to communicate the aggregate uplink broadband
signal across at least one communication link 114 to the
distributed base station radio switching network. In exem-
plary embodiments, universal remote radio heads 104 multi-
plex uplink signals in different bands onto the same interface
for communication to the next upstream element. In other
exemplary embodiments (such as example embodiments
implementing diversity processing), where the universal
remote radio head 104 could aggregate (i.e. sum/combine)
uplink signals in an intelligent manner. In exemplary embodi-
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ments, each uplink broadband signal contains a channel that
is positioned within a set of spectrum that reflects its location
within the RF spectrum. Thus and even though the uplink
broadband signals that are aggregated will overlap in fre-
quency spectrum, the individual channels themselves from
the aggregated uplink broadband signals do not overlap each
other when multiple uplink broadband signals are aggregated
together.

In exemplary embodiments, the communication links 114
are optical fibers and the communication across the commu-
nication links 114 is optical. In these embodiments, an elec-
trical to optical conversion occurs at the universal remote
radio heads 104. In other embodiments, the communication
links 114 are conductive cables (such as coaxial cable, twisted
pair, etc.) and the communication across the communication
links 114 is electrical. In exemplary embodiments, the com-
munication across the communication links 114 is analog
communication. In other exemplary embodiments, the com-
munication across the communication links 114 is digital
communication. In exemplary embodiments, any mixture of
optical, electrical, analog, and digital communication occurs
across the communication links 114. In exemplary embodi-
ments, a universal remote radio head 104 may include func-
tionality to convert between digital and analog signals.

FIG. 1B is a block diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
a distributed base station radio system 100, distributed base
station radio system 100B. Distributed base station radio
system 100B includes at least one channelized broadband
conversion unit 102 (including channelized broadband con-
version unit 102-1 and any number of optional channelized
broadband conversion units 102 through optional channel-
ized broadband conversion unit 102-A), at least one universal
remote radio head 104 (including universal remote radio head
104-1 and any number of optional universal remote radio
heads 104 through optional universal remote radio head 104-
B), a distributed base station radio switch 124, and optional
other signal source interfaces 108 (including any number of
optional other signal source interfaces 108 such as optional
other signal source interface 108-1 through optional other
signal source interface 108-C). Distributed base station radio
system 100B includes similar components to distributed base
station radio system 100A described above and operates
according to similar principles and methods as distributed
base station radio system 100A described above. The differ-
ence between distributed base station radio system 100B and
distributed base station radio system 100A is that the distrib-
uted base station radio switching network 106 is replaced
with a single distributed base station radio switch 124.

Distributed base station radio switch 124 communicatively
couples the at least one channelized broadband conversion
unit 102 and the optional other signal source interfaces 108
with the at least one universal remote radio head 104. Dis-
tributed base station radio switch 124 functionally distributes
downlink broadband signals from the at least one channelized
broadband conversion unit 102 to the at least one universal
remote radio head 104. In exemplary embodiments, the dis-
tributed base station radio switch 124 aggregates downlink
broadband signals from a plurality of channelized broadband
conversion units 102 into a single aggregate downlink broad-
band signal that is routed to at least one universal remote radio
head 104. Distributed base station radio switch 124 also func-
tionally distributes uplink broadband signals from the at least
one universal remote radio head 104 to the at least one chan-
nelized broadband conversion unit 102 and any optional
channelized broadband conversion units 102 and/or optional
other signal source interfaces 108. In exemplary embodi-
ments, the distributed base station radio switch 124 aggre-
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gates uplink broadband signals from a plurality of universal
remote radio heads 104 into a single aggregate uplink broad-
band signal that is routed to at least one channelized broad-
band conversion unit 102.

FIGS. 2A-2C are block diagrams of exemplary embodi-
ments of channelized broadband conversion units 102 used in
distributed base station radio systems, such as the exemplary
distributed base station radio system 100 described above.
Each of FIGS. 2A-2C illustrates a different embodiment of a
type of base station network interface 102, labeled 102A-
102C respectively.

FIG. 2A is ablock diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
a channelized broadband conversion unit 102, channelized
broadband conversion unit 102A. Channelized broadband
conversion unit 102A includes channelized to broadband
conversion module 202A, an optional processor 204, optional
memory 206, and an optional power supply 208. In exem-
plary embodiments, channelized to broadband conversion
module 202A is communicatively coupled to at least one
channelized radio frequency source 110. Channelized to
broadband conversion module 202A is also communicatively
coupled to at least one communication link 112. In exemplary
embodiments, the communication link 112 is an optical com-
munication link across a fiber optic cable, though it can also
be other types of wired or wireless links in other embodi-
ments. In exemplary embodiments, the channelized to broad-
band conversion module 202 is implemented using optional
processor 204 and optional memory 206. In exemplary
embodiments, the optional power supply 208 provides power
to the various elements of the channelized broadband conver-
sion unit 102A.

In the downlink, channelized to broadband conversion
module 202A is configured to receive a channelized downlink
signal from the channelized radio frequency source 110A.
The channelized to broadband conversion module 202A is
further configured to convert the channelized downlink signal
to a downlink broadband signal. In exemplary embodiments,
the channelized to broadband conversion module 202 (or
another additional component) further converts the downlink
broadband signal from electrical signals to optical signals for
output on an optical communication link 112. In other
embodiments, the downlink broadband signal is transported
using a conductive communication medium, such as coaxial
cable or twisted pair, and the optical conversion is not neces-
sary. In exemplary embodiments, the channelized to broad-
band conversion module 202 (or another additional compo-
nent) further converts between digital and analog signals as
required.

In the uplink, channelized to broadband conversion mod-
ule 202 A is configured to receive an uplink broadband signal
from communication link 112. In exemplary embodiments
where communication link 112 is an optical medium, the
channelized to broadband conversion module 202A (or
another additional component) is configured to convert the
uplink broadband signal between received optical signals and
electrical signals. In other embodiments, the uplink broad-
band signal is transported using a conductive communication
medium, such as coaxial cable or twisted pair, and the optical
conversion is not necessary. In exemplary embodiments, the
channelized to broadband conversion module 202 (or another
additional component) further converts between digital and
analog signals as required. The channelized to broadband
conversion module 202A is further configured to convert the
uplink broadband signal to at least one uplink channelized
signal. Channelized to broadband conversion module 202A is
further configured to communicate the uplink channelized
signals to the channelized radio frequency source 110A.
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FIG. 2B is a block diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
a channelized broadband conversion unit 102, Common Pub-
lic Radio Interface (CPRI) broadband conversion unit 102B.
CPRI broadband conversion unit 102B includes Common
Public Radio Interface (CPRI) to broadband conversion mod-
ule 202B, an optional processor 204, optional memory 206,
and an optional power supply 208. CPRI broadband conver-
sion unit 102B includes similar components to channelized
broadband conversion unit 102A and operates according to
similar principles and methods as channelized broadband
conversion unit 102A. The difference between CPRI broad-
band conversion unit 102B and the channelized broadband
conversion unit 102A is that the CPRI broadband conversion
unit 102B is CPRI specific and includes the CPRI to broad-
band conversion module 202B that is communicatively
coupled to at least one Common Public Radio Interface
(CPRI) source 110B. CPRI broadband conversion unit 102B
converts between CPRI channelized signals and broadband
signals. In the downlink, CPRI broadband conversion unit
102B converts downlink CPRI channelized signals into a
downlink broadband signal. In the uplink, CPRI broadband
conversion unit 102B converts an uplink broadband signal
into uplink CPRI channelized signals.

FIG. 2C is a block diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
a channelized broadband conversion unit 102, Open Base
Station Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) broadband conver-
sion unit 102C. OBSAI broadband conversion unit 102C
includes Open Base Station Architecture Initiative (OBSAI)
to broadband conversion module 202C, an optional processor
204, optional memory 206, and an optional power supply
208. OBSAI broadband conversion unit 102C includes simi-
lar components to channelized broadband conversion unit
102A and operates according to similar principles and meth-
ods as channelized broadband conversion unit 102A. The
difference between OBSAI broadband conversion unit 102C
and the channelized broadband conversion unit 102A is that
the OBSAI broadband conversion unit 102C is OBSAI spe-
cific and includes the OBSAI to broadband conversion mod-
ule 202C that is communicatively coupled to at least one
Open Base Station Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) source
110C. OBSAI broadband conversion unit 102C converts
between OBSAI channelized signals and broadband signals.
In the downlink, OBSAI broadband conversion unit 102C
converts downlink OBSAI channelized signals into a down-
link broadband signal. In the uplink, OBSAI broadband con-
version unit 102C converts an uplink broadband signal into
uplink OBSAI channelized signals.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
other signal source interface 108 used in distributed base
station radio systems, such as the exemplary distributed base
station radio system 100. Other signal source interface 108
includes a signal source to broadband signal conversion mod-
ule 302, an optional processor 304, optional memory 306, and
an optional power supply 308. In exemplary embodiments,
signal source to broadband conversion module 302 is com-
municatively coupled to at least one other signal source 120.
Signal source to broadband conversion module 302 is also
communicatively coupled to at least one communication link
122. Inexemplary embodiments, the communication link 122
is an optical communication link across a fiber optic cable,
though it can also be other types of wired or wireless links in
other embodiments. In exemplary embodiments, the signal
source to broadband conversion module 302 is implemented
using optional processor 304 and optional memory 306. In
exemplary embodiments, the optional power supply 308 pro-
vides power to the various elements of the other signal source
interface 302.
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In the downlink, signal source to broadband conversion
module 302 is configured to receive a downlink signal from
the other signal source 120. The signal source to broadband
signal conversion module 302 is further configured to convert
the downlink signal to adownlink broadband signal. In exem-
plary embodiments, the signal source to broadband signal
conversion module 302 (or another additional component) is
further configured to convert the downlink broadband signal
from electrical signals to optical signals for output on an
optical communication link 122. In other embodiments, the
downlink broadband signal is transported using a conductive
communication medium, such as coaxial cable or twisted
pair, and the optical conversion is not necessary. In exemplary
embodiments, the signal source to broadband signal conver-
sion module 302 (or another additional component) further
converts between digital and analog signals as required.

Inthe uplink, signal source to broadband signal conversion
module 302 is configured to receive an uplink broadband
signal from communication link 122. In exemplary embodi-
ments where communication link 122 is an optical medium,
the signal source to broadband signal conversion module 302
(or another additional component) is configured to convert
the uplink broadband signal between received optical signals
and electrical signals. In other embodiments, the uplink
broadband signal is transported using a conductive commu-
nication medium, such as coaxial cable or twisted pair, and
the optical conversion is not necessary. In exemplary embodi-
ments, the signal source to broadband signal conversion mod-
ule 302 (or another additional component) further converts
between digital and analog signals as required. The signal
source to broadband signal conversion module 302 is further
configured to convert the uplink broadband signal to at least
one uplink signal. Signal source to broadband signal conver-
sion module 302 is further configured to communicate the
uplink signals to the other signal source 120.

FIGS. 4A-4C are block diagrams of exemplary embodi-
ments of distributed base station radio switch 124 used in
distributed base station radio systems, such as the exemplary
distributed base station radio system 100 described above.
Each of FIGS. 4A-4C illustrates a different embodiment of
distributed base station radio system 100, labeled distributed
base station radio switch 124A-124C respectively.

FIG. 4A is a block diagram of an exemplary distributed
base station radio switch 124 A including a routing unit 402, at
least one electro-optical conversion module 404-1 (including
electro-optical conversion module 404-1 and any amount of
optional electro-optical conversion modules 404 through
electro-optical conversion module 404-A), at least one elec-
tro-optical conversion module 406-1 (including electro-opti-
cal conversion module 406-1 through optional electro-optical
conversion module 406-B), and optional electro-optical con-
version modules 408-1 (including optional electro-optical
conversion module 408-1 through optional electro-optical
conversion module 408-C). In exemplary embodiments, the
routing unit 402 and/or at least a portion of any of electro-
optical conversion modules 404, electro-optical conversion
modules 406, and electro-optical conversion modules 408 are
implemented using optional processor 410 and memory 412.
In exemplary embodiments, the distributed base station radio
switch 124 A includes optional power supply 414 to power the
various components of the distributed base station radio
switch 124A.

Each electro-optical conversion module 404 is communi-
catively coupled to a channelized broadband conversion unit
102 across a communication link 112. In the forward path,
each electro-optical conversion module 404 is configured to
receive a downlink broadband signal from at least one chan-
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nelized broadband conversion unit 102 across a communica-
tion link 112. Specifically, electro-optical conversion module
404-1 is configured to receive a downlink broadband signal
from the channelized broadband conversion unit 102-1 across
communication link 112-1 and optional electro-optical con-
version module 404-A is configured to receive a downlink
broadband signal from the optional channelized broadband
conversion unit 102-A across optional communication link
112-A. Each electro-optical conversion module 404 is con-
figured to convert the downlink broadband signal from optical
to electrical signals, which are then passed onto the routing
unit 402. Similarly in the reverse path, in exemplary embodi-
ments each electro-optical conversion module 404 is config-
ured to receive an uplink broadband signal in an electrical
format from the routing unit 402 and to convert the uplink
broadband signal to an optical format for communication
across a communication link 112 to a channelized broadband
conversion unit 102. In exemplary embodiments, the electro-
optical conversion module 404 (or another additional com-
ponent) further converts between digital and analog signals as
required.

Each optional electro-optical conversion module 408 is
communicatively coupled to an optional other signal source
interface 108 across a communication link 122. In the for-
ward path, each electro-optical conversion module 408 is
configured to receive a downlink broadband signal from at
least one other signal source interface 108 across a commu-
nication link 122. Specifically, optional electro-optical con-
version module 408-1 is configured to receive a downlink
broadband signal from the optional other signal source inter-
face 108-1 across optional communication link 122-1 and
optional electro-optical conversion module 408-C is config-
ured to receive a downlink broadband signal from the optional
other signal source interface 108-C across optional commu-
nication link 122-C. Each electro-optical conversion module
408 is configured to convert the downlink broadband signal
from optical to electrical signals, which are then passed onto
the routing unit 402. Similarly in the reverse path, in exem-
plary embodiments each electro-optical conversion module
408 is configured to receive an uplink broadband signal in an
electrical format from the routing unit 402 and to convert the
uplink broadband signal to an optical format for communica-
tion across a communication link 112 to an other signal
source interface 108. In exemplary embodiments, the electro-
optical conversion module 408 (or another additional com-
ponent) further converts between digital and analog signals as
required.

The routing unit 402 is communicatively coupled between
at least one electro-optical conversion module 404 and
optional electro-optical conversion module 408 and at least
one electro-optical conversion module 406. The routing unit
402 routes downlink broadband signals and uplink broadband
signals between various electro-optical conversion modules
404, electro-optical conversion modules 408, and electro-
optical conversion modules 406. In the forward path, the
routing unit 402 receives downlink broadband signals for at
least one electro-optical conversion module 404 and any
optional electro-optical conversion modules 408 and routes
these downlink broadband signals to at least one electro-
optical conversion module 406 (such as electro-optical con-
version module 406-1) for eventual transmission to a univer-
sal remote radio head 104.

In exemplary embodiments, this routing includes aggrega-
tion of a plurality of downlink broadband signals from a
plurality of electro-optical conversion modules 404 and/or
electro-optical conversion modules 408 into a single down-
link broadband signal that is passed to at least one electro-
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optical conversion module 406. In exemplary embodiments,
the same or different downlink aggregate broadband signals
are routed to a plurality of electro-optical conversion modules
406. In some embodiments, the routing unit 402 is configured
to aggregate and route downlink broadband signals from a
first subset of channelized broadband conversion units 102
and/or other signal source interfaces 108 into a first downlink
aggregate broadband signal that is transferred to at least a first
universal remote radio head 104-1 via electro-optical conver-
sion module 406-1 and communication link 114-1 and is
further configured to aggregate and route downlink broad-
band signals from a second subset of channelized broadband
conversion units 102 and/or other signal source interfaces 108
into a second downlink aggregate broadband signal that is
transferred to at least a second universal remote radio head
104-B via electro-optical conversion module 406-B and com-
munication link 114-B. In exemplary embodiments, the first
and second subsets partially overlap. In other exemplary
embodiments, the first and second subsets are identical. In
other exemplary embodiments, downlink broadband signals
from greater number of subsets of channelized broadband
conversion units 102 and other signal source interfaces 108
are aggregated and transferred to the universal remote radio
head 104.

In exemplary embodiments, this routing includes separa-
tion of a single aggregate downlink broadband signal from a
single electro-optical conversion module 404 into a plurality
of'downlink broadband signals that are passed to a plurality of
electro-optical conversion modules 406. In exemplary
embodiments, the same or different downlink broadband sig-
nals are routed to a plurality of electro-optical conversion
modules 406. In some embodiments, the routing unit 402 is
configured to separate and route downlink broadband signals
destined for a first subset of universal remote radio heads 104
from a first downlink aggregate broadband signal received
from a single channelized broadband conversion unit 102
(such as channelized broadband conversion unit 102-1) and is
further configured to separate and route downlink broadband
signals destined for a second subset of universal remote radio
heads 104 from a second downlink aggregate broadband sig-
nal received from a second channelized broadband conver-
sion unit 102 (such as channelized broadband conversion unit
102-A). In exemplary embodiments, the first and second sub-
sets partially overlap. In other exemplary embodiments, the
first and second subsets are identical. In other exemplary
embodiments, downlink broadband signals are destined to
greater number of subsets of universal remote radio heads
104.

Similarly in the reverse path, the routing unit 402 receives
at least one uplink broadband signal from at least one electro-
optical conversion module 406 (such as electro-optical con-
version module 406-1) from a universal remote radio head
104 and routes the at least one uplink broadband signal to at
least one electro-optical conversion module 404 (such as
electro-optical conversion module 404-1) for eventual com-
munication to a channelized broadband conversion unit 102.
In exemplary embodiments, this routing includes aggregation
of a plurality of uplink broadband signals from a plurality of
electro-optical conversion modules 406 into a single uplink
broadband signal that is passed to at least one electro-optical
conversion module 404. In exemplary embodiments, the
same or different uplink aggregate broadband signals are
routed to a plurality of electro-optical conversion modules
404 and/or optional electro-optical conversion modules 408.
In some embodiments, the routing unit 402 is configured to
aggregate and route uplink broadband signals from a first
subset of universal remote radio heads 104 into a first uplink
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aggregate broadband signal that is transferred to at least a first
channelized broadband conversion unit 102-1 via electro-
optical conversion module 404-1 and communication link
112-1 and is further configured to aggregate and route uplink
broadband signals from a second subset of universal remote
radio heads 104 into a second uplink aggregate broadband
signal that is transferred to at least a second channelized
broadband conversion unit 102-A via second electro-optical
conversion module 404-A and communication link 112-A. In
exemplary embodiments, the first and second subsets par-
tially overlap. In other exemplary embodiments, the first and
second subsets are identical. In other exemplary embodi-
ments, uplink broadband signals are aggregated and/or routed
from a greater number of subsets of universal remote radio
heads 104.

In exemplary embodiments, this routing includes separa-
tion of a single aggregate uplink broadband signal from a
single universal remote radio head 104 into a plurality of
uplink broadband signals that are passed to a plurality of
electro-optical conversion modules 404 and/or electro-opti-
cal conversion modules 208-1. In exemplary embodiments,
the same or different uplink broadband signals are routed to a
plurality of electro-optical conversion modules 404. In some
embodiments, the routing unit 402 is configured to separate
and route uplink broadband signals destined for a first set of
channelized broadband conversion units 102 from a first
aggregate uplink broadband signal received from a single
universal remote radio head 104 (such as universal remote
radio head 104-1) and is further configured to separate and
route uplink broadband signals destined for a second subset
of channelized broadband conversion units 102 from a second
aggregate uplink broadband signal received from a second
universal remote radio head 104 (such as universal remote
radio head 104-B). In exemplary embodiments, the first and
second subsets partially overlap. In other exemplary embodi-
ments, the first and second subsets are identical. In other
exemplary embodiments, uplink broadband signals are des-
tined to greater number of subsets of channelized broadband
conversion units 102 and/or other signal source interfaces
108.

In exemplary embodiments, this routing includes aggrega-
tion of a plurality of uplink broadband signals from a plurality
of'universal remote radio heads 104 via a plurality of electro-
optical conversion modules 406 into a single aggregate uplink
broadband signal that is passed to at least one channelized
broadband conversion unit 102 through at least one electro-
optical conversion module 404. In exemplary embodiments,
the same or different uplink aggregate broadband signals are
routed to a plurality of electro-optical conversion modules
406. In some embodiments, the routing unit 402 is configured
to aggregate and route uplink broadband signals from a first
subset of universal remote radio heads 104 into a first uplink
aggregate broadband signal that is transferred to at least a first
channelized broadband conversion unit 102-1 via electro-
optical conversion module 404-1 and communication link
112-1 and is further configured to aggregate and route uplink
broadband signals from a second subset of universal remote
radio heads 104 into a second uplink aggregate broadband
signal that is transferred to at least a second channelized
broadband conversion unit 102-A via electro-optical conver-
sion module 404-A and communication link 112-A. In exem-
plary embodiments, the first and second subsets partially
overlap. In other exemplary embodiments, the first and sec-
ond subsets are identical. In other exemplary embodiments,
uplink broadband signals from a greater number of subsets of
universal remote radio heads 104 are aggregated and trans-
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ferred to channelized broadband conversion units 102 and
other signal source interfaces 108.

The electrical and optical signals communicated between
the channelized broadband conversion units 102, other signal
source interfaces 108, universal remote radio heads 104, the
distributed base station radio switch 124A, and within the
distributed base station radio switch 124A can be any com-
bination of digital and analog signals. In exemplary embodi-
ments, these electrical signals are digital signals. In other
exemplary embodiments, these electrical signals are analog
signals. In other exemplary embodiments, these electrical
signals include a combination of digital and analog signals. In
exemplary implementations, the communication between
one or more channelized broadband conversion units 102 and
the distributed base station radio switch 124 A is digital and
the communication between the distributed base station radio
switch 124 A and one or more universal remote radio heads
104 is analog. In exemplary implementations, the communi-
cation between one or more channelized broadband conver-
sion units 102 and the distributed base station radio switch
124 A is analog and the communication between the distrib-
uted base station radio switch 124A and one or more universal
remote radio heads 104 is digital. In exemplary implementa-
tions, the communication between a first subset of the chan-
nelized broadband conversion units 102 and/or other signal
source interfaces 108 and the distributed base station radio
switch 124 A is digital and the communication between a
second subset of the channelized broadband conversion units
102 and/or other signal source interfaces 108 and the distrib-
uted base station radio switch 124A is analog. In exemplary
implementations, the communication between the distributed
base station radio switch 124A and a first set of universal
remote radio heads 104 is digital while the communication
between the distributed base station radio switch 124A and a
second set of universal remote radio heads 104 is analog.
Accordingly, in exemplary embodiments the routing unit 402
includes functionality to convert between digital and analog
signals as appropriate.

FIG. 4B is a block diagram of an exemplary distributed
base station radio switch 124B including a routing unit 402.
In exemplary embodiments, the routing unit 402 is imple-
mented using optional processor 410 and memory 412.
Exemplary distributed base station radio switch 124B
includes similar components to distributed base station radio
switch 124 A and operates according to similar principles and
methods as distributed base station radio switch 124A
described above. The difference between distributed base
station radio switch 124B and distributed base station radio
switch 124A is that distributed base station radio switch 124B
does not include any electro-optical conversion modules
because the signals between the channelized broadband con-
version units 102, the other signal source interfaces 108, and
the universal remote radio heads 104 are communicated as
electrical signals and not optical signals and do not need to be
converted to and from optical signals. As described above,
these electrical and optical signals can be any combination of
digital and analog signals.

FIG. 4C is a block diagram of an exemplary distributed
base station radio switch 124C including a routing unit 402
and at least one electro-optical conversion module 406 (in-
cluding electro-optical conversion module 406-1 and any
amount of optional electro-optical conversion modules 406
through electro-optical conversion module 406-B). In exem-
plary embodiments, the routing unit 402 and/or some portion
of the functionality of at least one electro-optical conversion
module 406 is implemented using optional processor 410 and
memory 412. Exemplary distributed base station radio switch
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124C includes similar components to distributed base station
radio switch 124A and operates according to similar prin-
ciples and methods as distributed base station radio switch
124A described above. The difference between distributed
base station radio switch 124C and distributed base station
radio switch 124A is that distributed base station radio switch
124C does not include electro-optical conversion modules
404 between the channelized broadband conversion units 102
and the routing unit 402 or the other signal source interfaces
108 and the routing unit 402 because the signals between
routing unit 402, the channelized broadband conversion units
102, and the other signal source interfaces 108 are commu-
nicated as electrical signals and are not optical signals and do
not need to be converted to and from optical signals. As
described above, these electrical and optical signals can be
any combination of digital and analog signals.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
a universal remote radio head 104 used in a distributed base
station radio system 100. The universal remote radio head 104
includes a multiplexing unit 502, at least one radio frequency
(RF) conversion module 504-1 (including RF conversion
module 504-1 and any amount of optional RF conversion
modules 504 through optional conversion module 504-C),
optional electro-optical conversion module 506, optional
Ethernet interface 508, optional processor 510, optional
memory 512, and optional power supply 514. In exemplary
embodiments, multiplexing unit 502, at least one RF conver-
sion module 504, optional electro-optical conversion module
506, and/or optional Ethernet interface 508 are implemented
at least in part by optional processor 510 and memory 512 of
universal remote radio head 104. In exemplary embodiments,
the optional power supply 514 powers the various compo-
nents of universal remote radio head 105.

The optional electro-optical conversion module 506 is
communicatively coupled to the universal remote radio head
switching network 106 across a communication link 114. In
the forward path, the optional electro-optical conversion
module 506 is configured to receive a downlink broadband
signal from the distributed base station radio switching net-
work 106 and/or the distributed base station radio switch 124
across a communication link 114. The optional electro-opti-
cal conversion module 506 is configured to convert the down-
link broadband signal from optical to electrical format, which
is then passed onto the multiplexing unit 502. Similarly, in the
reverse path, in exemplary embodiments the optional electro-
optical conversion module 506 is configured to receive an
uplink broadband signal from the multiplexing unit 502. The
optional electro-optical conversion module 506 is further
configured to convert the uplink broadband signal from elec-
trical to optical format, which is then passed onto the distrib-
uted base station radio switching network 106 and/or the
distributed base station radio switch 124 across the commu-
nication link 114. In exemplary embodiments, more than one
electro-optical conversion module 506 is coupled across
more than one communication link 114 to the same distrib-
uted base station radio switch 124, an intermediary device,
and/or another distributed base station radio switch 124. In
exemplary embodiments that do not include the electro-opti-
cal conversion module 506, the signals communicated
between the universal remote radio head 104 and the distrib-
uted base station radio switching network 106 and/or the
distributed base station radio switch 124 are electrical signals
and do not require any conversion between optical and elec-
trical. In exemplary embodiments, the electro-optical conver-
sion module 506 (or another additional component) further
converts between digital and analog signals as required.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

The multiplexing unit 502 is communicatively coupled
between the electro-optical conversion module 506 and/or the
distributed base station radio switching network 106 and the
at least one RF conversion module 504 and the optional
Ethernet interface 508. In the forward path, the multiplexing
unit 502 is configured to receive a downlink broadband signal
from the distributed base station radio switching network 106
and/or a distributed base station radio switch 124 directly or
via the optional electro-optical conversion module 506. In
exemplary embodiments, the multiplexing unit 502 simul-
casts the broadband signal to each RF conversion module
504. In other embodiments, the multiplexing unit 502 splits
apart individual downlink broadband signals from a downlink
aggregate broadband signal and passes them to a plurality of
RF conversion modules 504. In exemplary embodiments, one
of the downlink broadband signals communicated to one of
the RF conversion modules 504 pertains to a first mobile
access band and/or technology while another downlink
broadband signal communicated to another one of the RF
conversion modules 504 pertains to a second mobile access
band and/or technology. In exemplary embodiments, the mul-
tiplexing unit 502 splits off a signal and communicates it to
the Ethernet interface 508. In exemplary embodiments, other
types of data are carried in the downlink broadband signals.

Similarly in the reverse path, the multiplexing unit 502 is
configured to receive upstream signals from various radio
frequency (RF) conversion modules 504 and is further con-
figured to multiplex a plurality of upstream signals into a
single uplink broadband signal. In exemplary embodiments,
the multiplexing unit 502 is configured to aggregate a plural-
ity of upstream signals from various radio frequency (RF)
conversion modules 504 into a single uplink broadband sig-
nal. The multiplexing unit 502 is further configured to com-
municate the uplink broadband signal to distributed base
station radio switching network 106 and/or the distributed
base station radio switch 124 directly or via the optional
electro-optical conversion module 506.

Each RF conversion module 504 is communicatively
coupled to the multiplexing unit 502 and is coupled to and/or
includes at least one antenna 116. Each RF conversion mod-
ule 504 is configured to convert between at least one downlink
broadband signal and radio frequency signals in at least one
radio frequency band. Each RF conversion module is config-
ured to communicate radio frequency signals in the at least
one radio frequency band across an air medium with at least
one subscriber using at least one antenna 116.

In the downstream, each RF conversion module 504 is
configured to convert at least one downlink signal into a
downlink radio frequency (RF) signal in a radio frequency
band. In exemplary embodiments, this may include digital to
analog converters and oscillators. Each RF conversion mod-
ule 504 is further configured to transmit the downlink radio
frequency signals in the radio frequency band to at least one
subscriber unit 118 using at least one antenna 116. In a spe-
cific embodiment, radio frequency conversion module 504-1
is configured to convert at least one downlink broadband
signal into a downlink radio frequency signal in a radio fre-
quency band. Each RF conversion module 504 is further
configured to transmit the downlink radio frequency signal in
aradio frequency band using a radio frequency antenna 116-1
to at least one wireless subscriber unit. In exemplary embodi-
ments, radio frequency conversion module 504-1 is config-
ured to convert a first downlink signal into a first downlink
radio frequency signal in a first radio frequency band and to
transmit the first downlink radio frequency signal in the first
radio frequency band to at least one wireless subscriber using
the antenna 116-1. Similarly, radio frequency conversion
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module 504-2 is configured to convert a second downlink
broadband signal into a second downlink radio frequency
signal in a second radio frequency band and to transmit the
second downlink radio frequency signal in the second radio
frequency band to at least one wireless subscriber unit 118
using the antenna 116-2. In exemplary embodiments, one
radio frequency conversion module 504-1 and antenna 116-1
pair transports to a first set of wireless subscriber units 118 in
a first band and another radio frequency conversion module
504-C and antenna 116-C pair transports to a second set of
wireless subscriber units 118 in a second band. Other com-
binations of radio frequency conversion module 504 and
antenna 116 pairs are used to communicate other combina-
tions of radio frequency signals in other various radio fre-
quency bands to various subscriber units 118, such as but not
limited to MIMO or carrier aggregation where signals from
multiple antennas go to a single subscriber unit 118.

Similarly in the reverse path, in exemplary embodiments
each RF conversion module 504 is configured to receive
uplink radio frequency signals from at least one subscriber
unit 118 using at least one radio frequency antenna 116. Each
radio frequency conversion module 504 is further configured
to convert the radio frequency signals to at least one uplink
broadband signal. Each radio frequency conversion module
504 is further configured to communicate the uplink broad-
band signal to the broadband signal multiplexing unit 502.

FIGS. 6A-6E are block diagrams of exemplary embodi-
ments of radio frequency (RF) conversion modules of remote
antennaunits 106 used in distributed antenna systems, such as
exemplary distributed antenna system 100 described above.
Each of FIGS. 6A-6E illustrates a different embodiment of
RF conversion module 504, labeled RF conversion module
504A-504E respectively.

FIG. 6A is ablock diagram of an exemplary RF conversion
module 504A including an optional signal stream conditioner
602, an RF frequency converter 604, an optional RF condi-
tioner 606, and an RF duplexer 608 coupled to a single
antenna 116.

The optional signal conditioner 602 is communicatively
coupled to a multiplexing unit 502 and the radio frequency
(RF) converter 604. In the forward path, the optional signal
conditioner 602 conditions the downlink broadband signal
(for example, through amplification, attenuation, and filter-
ing) received from the remote multiplexing unit 502 and
passes the downlink signal to the RF converter 604. In the
reverse path, the optional signal conditioner 602 conditions
the uplink broadband signal (for example, through amplifi-
cation, attenuation, and filtering) received from the RF con-
verter 604 and passes the uplink broadband signal to the
remote multiplexing unit 502.

The RF converter 604 is communicatively coupled to either
the multiplexing unit 502 or the optional signal conditioner
602 on one side and to either RF duplexer 608 or the optional
RF conditioner 606 on the other side. In the downstream, the
RF converter 604 converts a downlink broadband signal to
downlink radio frequency (RF) signals and passes the down-
link RF signals onto either the RF duplexer 608 or the
optional RF conditioner 606. In the upstream, the RF con-
verter 604 converts uplink radio frequency (RF) signals
received from either the RF duplexer 608 or the optional RF
conditioner 606 to an uplink broadband signal and passes the
uplink broadband signal to either the multiplexing unit 502 or
the optional signal conditioner 602.

The optional RF conditioner 606 is communicatively
coupled between the RF converter 604 and the RF duplexer
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608. In exemplary embodiments, the RF conditioner 606
performs gain adjustment and filtering on the downstream
and upstream RF signals.

The RF duplexer 608 is communicatively coupled to either
the RF frequency converter 604 or the optional RF condi-
tioner 606 on one side and the antenna 116 on the other side.
The RF duplexer 608 duplexes the downlink RF signals with
the uplink RF signals for transmission/reception using the
antenna 116.

FIG. 6B is a block diagram of an exemplary RF conversion
module 504B including an optional signal conditioner 602, an
RF frequency converter 604, an optional RF conditioner 606
coupled to a downlink antenna 116A and an uplink antenna
116B. RF conversion module 504B includes similar compo-
nents to RF conversion module 504 A and operates according
to similar principles and methods as RF conversion module
504A described above. The difference between RF conver-
sionmodule 504B and RF conversion module 504A is that RF
conversion module 5048 does not include RF duplexer 608
and instead includes separate downlink antenna 116 A used to
transmit RF signals to at least one subscriber unit 118 and
uplink antenna 116B used to receive RF signals from at least
one subscriber unit 118.

FIG. 6C is a block diagram of an exemplary RF conversion
module 504C-1 and exemplary RF conversion module
504C-2 that share a single antenna 116 through an RF
diplexer 610. The RF conversion module 504C-1 includes an
optional signal conditioner 602-1 an RF frequency converter
604-1, an optional RF conditioner 606-1, and an RF duplexer
608-1 communicatively coupled to RF diplexer 610 that is
communicatively coupled to antenna 116. Similarly, the RF
conversion module 504C-2 includes an optional signal con-
ditioner 602-2, an RF frequency converter 604-2, an optional
RF conditioner 606-2, and an RF duplexer 608-2 communi-
catively coupled to RF diplexer 610 that is communicatively
coupled to antenna 116. Each of RF conversion module
504C-1 and 504C-2 operate according to similar principles
and methods as RF conversion module 504A described
above. The difference between RF conversion modules
504C-1 and 504C-2 and RF conversion module 504A is that
RF conversion modules 504C-1 and 504C-2 are both coupled
to a single antenna 116 through RF diplexer 610. The RF
diplexer 610 diplexes the duplexed downlink and uplink sig-
nals for both RF conversion module 504C-1 and 504C-2 for
transmission/reception using the single antenna 116.

FIG. 6D is a block diagram of an exemplary RF conversion
module 504D including an optional signal conditioner 602,
an RF frequency converter 604, an optional RF conditioner
606, and a time division duplexing (TDD) switch 612 coupled
to an antenna 116. RF conversion module 504D includes
similar components to RF conversion module 504 A and oper-
ates according to similar principles and methods as RF con-
version module 504A described above. The difference
between RF conversion module 504D and RF conversion
module 504A is that RF conversion module 504D does not
include RF duplexer 608 and instead includes the TDD switch
612 that allows the RF conversion module 504D to switch
between transmit and receive modes at different times based
on a TDD signal that can be supplied from other components
in the system.

FIG. 6E is a block diagram of an exemplary RF conversion
module 504E-1 and exemplary RF conversion module
504E-2 that share a single antenna 116 through an RF
diplexer 610. The RF conversion module 504E-1 includes an
optional signal conditioner 602-1, an RF frequency converter
604-1, an optional RF conditioner 606-1, and a TDD switch
612-1 communicatively coupled to RF diplexer 610 that is
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communicatively coupled to antenna 116. Similarly, the RF
conversion module 504E-2 includes an optional signal con-
ditioner 602-2, an RF frequency converter 604-2, an optional
RF conditioner 606-2, and a TDD switch 612-2 communica-
tively coupled to RF diplexer 610 that is communicatively
coupled to antenna 116. Each of RF conversion module
504E-1 and 504E-2 operate according to similar principles
and methods as RF conversion modules 504C-1 and 504C-2
described above. The difference between RF conversion
modules 504E-1 and 504E-2 and RF conversion modules
504C-1 and 504C-2 is that RF conversion modules 504E-1
and 504E-2 do not include RF duplexers 608-1 and 608-2 and
instead include TDD switches 612-1 and 612-2 that allow the
RF conversion modules 504E-1 and 504E-2 to switch
between transmit and receive modes based on TDD signals
that can be supplied from other components in the system.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary embodi-
ment of a method 700 of operating a distributed base station
radio system. Exemplary method 700 begins at block 702
with receiving a first downlink channelized signal for a first
radio frequency band from a first channelized radio frequency
source at a first channelized to broadband conversion unit. In
exemplary embodiments, the channelized radio frequency
source is a base band unit of a wireless access base station. In
exemplary embodiments, the first channelized radio fre-
quency source is at least one of a Common Public Radio
Interface (CPRI) base station interface and an Open Base
Station Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) base station inter-
face. In exemplary embodiments, the first downlink channel-
ized data is formatted according to at least one of a Common
Public Radio Interface (CPRI) standard and an Open Base
Station Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) standard. Exemplary
method 700 proceeds to block 704 with converting the first
downlink channelized signal into a first downlink broadband
signal at the first channelized to broadband conversion unit.
Exemplary method 700 proceeds to block 706 with commu-
nicating the first downlink broadband signal to a first univer-
sal remote radio head from the first channelized to broadband
conversion unit 706. Exemplary method 700 proceeds to
block 708 with frequency converting the first downlink
broadband signal into a first downlink radio frequency signal
at the first universal remote radio head. Exemplary method
700 proceeds to block 710 with transmitting a first downlink
radio frequency signal in the first radio frequency band to a
first subscriber unit at the first universal remote radio head.

In exemplary embodiments, the method 700 further
includes receiving second downlink channelized data for a
second radio frequency band from a second channelized radio
frequency source at a second channelized to broadband con-
version unit. In exemplary embodiments, the method 700
further includes receiving the first downlink broadband signal
from the first channelized to broadband conversion unit at a
switch; receiving the second downlink broadband signal from
the second channelized to broadband conversion unit at the
switch; aggregating the first downlink broadband signal with
the second downlink broadband signal into an aggregate
downlink broadband signal; and communicating the aggre-
gate downlink broadband signal from the switch to the first
universal remote radio head.

In exemplary embodiments, the method 700 further
includes extracting the first downlink broadband signal from
the aggregate downlink broadband signal at the first universal
remote radio head.

In exemplary embodiments, the method 700 further
includes receiving second downlink channelized data for a
second radio frequency band from a second channelized radio
frequency source at a second channelized to broadband con-
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version unit; converting the second downlink channelized
data into a second downlink broadband signal; communicat-
ing the second downlink broadband signal to the first univer-
sal remote radio head from the second channelized to broad-
band conversion unit; frequency converting the second
downlink broadband signal into second downlink radio fre-
quency signals in the second radio frequency band at the first
universal remote radio head; and transmitting the second
downlink radio frequency signals in the second radio fre-
quency band to at least one subscriber unit at the first univer-
sal remote radio head.

In implementations, frequency converting the first down-
link broadband signal into first downlink radio frequency
signals in the first radio frequency band occurs at a first
frequency converter of the first universal remote radio head;
frequency converting the second downlink broadband signal
into second downlink radio frequency signals in the second
radio frequency band occurs at a second frequency converter
of'the first universal remote radio head; transmitting the first
downlink radio frequency signals in the first radio frequency
band to a first subscriber unit at the first universal remote radio
head occurs at a first power amplifier, radio frequency trans-
ceiver, and antenna set of the first universal remote radio
head; and transmitting the second downlink radio frequency
signals in the second radio frequency band to at least one
subscriber unit at the first universal remote radio head occurs
at a second power amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and
antenna set of the first universal remote radio head.

In implementations, frequency converting the first down-
link broadband signal into first downlink radio frequency
signals in the first radio frequency band occurs at a first
frequency converter of the first universal remote radio head;
frequency converting the second downlink broadband signal
into second downlink radio frequency signals in the second
radio frequency band occurs at a second frequency converter
of'the first universal remote radio head; and transmitting both
the first downlink radio frequency signals in the first radio
frequency band and the second downlink radio frequency
signals in the second radio frequency band occurs at a single
power amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and antenna set.

In implementations, frequency converting both the first
downlink broadband signal into the first downlink radio fre-
quency signals in the first radio frequency band and the sec-
ond downlink broadband signals into the second downlink
radio frequency signals in the second radio frequency band
occurs at a single radio frequency converter; and transmitting
both the first downlink radio frequency signals in the first
radio frequency band and the second downlink radio fre-
quency signals in the second radio frequency band occurs at a
single power amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and
antenna set.

In exemplary embodiments, the method 700 further
includes receiving second downlink channelized data for a
second radio frequency band from a second channelized radio
frequency source at a second channelized to broadband con-
version unit; converting the second downlink channelized
data into a second downlink broadband signal; communicat-
ing the second downlink broadband signal to a second uni-
versal remote radio head from the second channelized to
broadband conversion unit; frequency converting the second
downlink broadband signal into second downlink radio fre-
quency signals in the second radio frequency band at the
second universal remote radio head; and transmitting the
second downlink radio frequency signals in the second radio
frequency band to at least one subscriber unit at the second
universal remote radio head.
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FIG. 8 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary embodi-
ment of a method 800 of operating a distributed base station
radio system. Exemplary method 800 begins at block 802
with receiving a first uplink radio frequency signal in a first
radio frequency band from a first subscriber unit at a first
universal remote radio head. Exemplary method 800 pro-
ceeds to block 804 with frequency converting the first uplink
radio frequency signal in the first radio frequency band into a
first uplink broadband signal at a first universal remote radio
head 804. Exemplary method 800 proceeds to block 806 with
communicating the first uplink broadband signal to a first
channelized to broadband conversion unit from the first uni-
versal remote radio head. Exemplary method 800 proceeds to
block 808 with converting the first uplink broadband signal
into a first uplink channelized signal for the first radio fre-
quency band at the first channelized to broadband conversion
unit 808. Exemplary method 800 proceeds to block 810 with
communicating the first uplink channelized signal for the first
radio frequency band to the first channelized radio frequency
source at the first channelized to broadband conversion unit.

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary embodi-
ment of a method 900 of operating a universal remote radio
head. Exemplary method 900 begins at block 902 with receiv-
ing a downlink broadband signal having data for a radio
frequency band from a remote channelized to broadband
conversion module at the universal remote radio head. Exem-
plary method 900 proceeds to block 904 with frequency con-
verting the downlink broadband signal into a downlink radio
frequency signal in the radio frequency band at the universal
remote radio head. Exemplary method 900 proceeds to block
906 with transmitting the downlink radio frequency signal in
the radio frequency band to a subscriber unit at the universal
remote radio head. Exemplary method 900 proceeds to block
908 with receiving an uplink radio frequency signal in the
radio frequency band from the subscriber unit at the universal
remote radio head. Exemplary method 900 proceeds to block
910 with frequency converting the uplink radio frequency
signal in the radio frequency band into an uplink broadband
signal at the universal remote radio head. Exemplary method
900 proceeds to block 912 with communicating the uplink
broadband signal to the remote channelized to broadband
conversion module at the universal remote radio head.

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a method 1000 of operating a channelized to
broadband conversion unit. Exemplary method 1000 begins
at block 1002 with receiving a downlink channelized signal
for a radio frequency band from a channelized radio fre-
quency source at a channelized to broadband conversion unit.
In exemplary embodiments, the channelized radio frequency
source is a base band unit of a wireless access base station. In
exemplary embodiments, the first channelized radio fre-
quency source is at least one of a Common Public Radio
Interface (CPRI) base station interface, an Open Base Station
Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) base station interface, and an
Open Radio Interface (ORI) base station interface. In exem-
plary embodiments, the first downlink channelized data is
formatted according to at least one of a Common Public
Radio Interface (CPRI) standard, an Open Base Station
Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) standard, and a Open Radio
Interface (ORI) standard. Exemplary method 1000 proceeds
to block 1004 with converting the downlink channelized sig-
nal into a downlink broadband signal at the channelized to
broadband conversion unit. Exemplary method 1000 pro-
ceeds to block 1006 with communicating the downlink
broadband signal to a universal remote radio head at the
channelized to broadband conversion unit. Exemplary
method 1000 proceeds to block 1008 with receiving an uplink
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broadband signal from the universal remote radio head at the
channelized to broadband conversion unit. Exemplary
method 1000 proceeds to block 1010 with converting the
uplink broadband signal into an uplink channelized signal for
the radio frequency band at the channelized to broadband
conversion unit. Exemplary method 1000 proceeds to block
1012 with communicating the uplink channelized signal to
the channelized radio frequency source at the channelized to
broadband conversion unit.

Embodiments of processors described herein (such as any
of processor 204, processor 304, processor 410, and proces-
sor 510 described above) include or function with software
programs, firmware or other computer readable instructions
for carrying out various methods, process tasks, calculations,
and control functions, used in the components of the systems
described above.

These instructions are typically stored on any appropriate
computer readable medium used for storage of computer
readable instructions or data structures. The computer read-
able medium can be implemented as any available media that
can be accessed by a general purpose or special purpose
computer or processor, or any programmable logic device.
Suitable processor-readable media may include storage or
memory media such as magnetic or optical media. For
example, storage or memory media may include conventional
hard disks, Compact Disk-Read Only Memory (CD-ROM),
volatile or non-volatile media such as Random Access
Memory (RAM) (including, but not limited to, Synchronous
Dynamic Random Access Memory (SDRAM), Double Data
Rate (DDR) RAM, RAMBUS Dynamic RAM (RDRAM),
Static RAM (SRAM), etc.), Read Only Memory (ROM),
Electrically Erasable Programmable ROM (EEPROM), and
flash memory, etc. Suitable processor-readable media may
also include transmission media such as electrical, electro-
magnetic, or digital signals, conveyed via a communication
medium such as a network and/or a wireless link.

Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described herein, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary
skill in the art that any arrangement, which is calculated to
achieve the same purpose, may be substituted for the specific
embodiments shown. Therefore, it is manifestly intended that
this invention be limited only by the claims and the equiva-
lents thereof.

Example Embodiments

Example 1 includes a distributed base station radio system
comprising: a first channelized to broadband conversion unit
configured to receive first downlink channelized data for a
first radio frequency band from a first channelized radio fre-
quency source; wherein the first channelized to broadband
conversion unit is further configured to convert the first down-
link channelized data into a first downlink broadband signal;
a first universal remote radio head communicatively coupled
to the first channelized to broadband conversion unit; wherein
the first channelized to broadband conversion unit is further
configured to communicate the first downlink broadband sig-
nal to the first universal remote radio head; wherein the first
universal remote radio head is configured to receive the first
downlink broadband signal; wherein the first universal
remote radio head is further configured to frequency convert
the first downlink broadband signal into first downlink radio
frequency signals in the first radio frequency band; wherein
the first universal remote radio head is further configured to
transmit the first downlink radio frequency signals in the first
radio frequency band to a first subscriber unit.
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Example 2 includes the distributed base station radio sys-
tem of Example 1, wherein the first channelized radio fre-
quency source is at least one of a Common Public Radio
Interface (CPRI) base station interface, an Open Base Station
Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) base station interface, and an
Open Radio Interface (ORI) interface; and wherein the first
downlink channelized data is formatted according to at least
one of a Common Public Radio Interface (CPRI) standard, an
Open Base Station Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) standard,
and an Open Radio Interface (ORI) standard.

Example 3 includes the distributed base station radio sys-
tem of any of Examples 1-2, wherein the first universal
remote radio head is further communicatively coupled to a
second channelized to broadband conversion unit configured
to receive second downlink channelized data for a second
radio frequency band from a second channelized radio fre-
quency source; wherein the second channelized to broadband
conversion unit is further configured to convert the second
downlink channelized data for the second radio frequency
band into a second downlink broadband signal; and wherein
the second channelized to broadband conversion unit is fur-
ther configured to communicate the second downlink broad-
band signal to the first universal remote radio head.

Example 4 includes the distributed base station radio sys-
tem of Example 3, further comprising: a switch communica-
tively coupled between both the first channelized to broad-
band conversion unit and the second channelized to
broadband conversion unit and the first universal remote radio
head, the switch configured to receive the first downlink
broadband signal from the first channelized to broadband
conversion unit and the second downlink broadband signal
from the second channelized to broadband conversion unit
and to aggregate the first downlink broadband signal with the
second downlink broadband signal into an aggregate down-
link broadband signal; the switch further configured to trans-
mit the aggregate downlink broadband signal to the first uni-
versal remote radio head; the first universal remote radio head
further configured to receive the aggregate downlink broad-
band signal and to frequency convert the aggregate downlink
broadband signal into radio frequency signals in both the first
radio frequency band and the second radio frequency band;
and the first universal remote radio head further configured to
transmit the radio frequency signals in both the first radio
frequency band and the second radio frequency band to at
least one subscriber unit.

Example 5 includes the distributed base station radio sys-
tem of Example 4, wherein the switch is configured to aggre-
gate the first downlink broadband signal with the second
downlink broadband signal through at least one of summing,
multiplexing, and combining.

Example 6 includes the distributed base station radio sys-
tem of any of Examples 4-5, wherein the switch is further
configured to transmit the aggregate downlink broadband
signal to a second universal remote radio head; wherein the
second universal remote radio is configured to receive the
aggregate downlink broadband signal and to frequency con-
vert the aggregate downlink broadband signal into radio fre-
quency signals in both the first radio frequency band and the
second radio frequency band; and wherein the second univer-
sal remote radio head is further configured to transmit the
radio frequency signals in the first radio frequency band and
the second radio frequency band to at least one subscriber
unit.

Example 7 includes the distributed base station radio sys-
tem of any of Examples 3-6, further comprising: a switch
communicatively coupled between both the first channelized
to broadband conversion unit and the second channelized to
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broadband conversion unit and the first universal remote radio
head, the switch configured to receive the first downlink
broadband signal from the first channelized to broadband
conversion unit and the second downlink broadband signal
from the second channelized to broadband conversion unit
and to aggregate the first downlink broadband signal with the
second downlink broadband signal into an aggregate down-
link broadband signal; the switch further configured to trans-
mit the aggregate downlink broadband signal to the first uni-
versal remote radio head; the first universal remote radio head
further configured to receive the aggregate downlink broad-
band signal, to extract the first downlink broadband signal
from the aggregate downlink broadband signal, and to fre-
quency convert the first downlink broadband signal into radio
frequency signals in the first radio frequency band; the first
universal remote radio head further configured to transmit the
first radio frequency signals in the first radio frequency band
to at least one subscriber unit.

Example 8 includes the distributed base station radio sys-
tem of Example 7, wherein the first universal remote radio
head is configured to extract the first downlink broadband
signal from the aggregate downlink broadband signal through
at least one of de-multiplexing and splitting apart.

Example 9 includes the distributed base station radio sys-
tem of any of Examples 1-8, wherein the first universal
remote radio head is further communicatively coupled to a
second channelized to broadband conversion unit configured
to receive second downlink channelized data for a second
radio frequency band from a second channelized radio fre-
quency source; wherein the second channelized to broadband
conversion unit is further configured to convert the second
downlink channelized data into a second downlink broadband
signal; wherein the second channelized to broadband conver-
sion unit is further configured to communicate the second
downlink broadband signal to the first universal remote radio
head; wherein the first universal remote radio head is further
configured to receive the second downlink broadband signal;
wherein the first universal remote radio head is further con-
figured to frequency convert the second downlink broadband
signal into second downlink radio frequency signals in the
second radio frequency band; and wherein the first universal
remote radio head is further configured to transmit the second
downlink radio frequency signals in the second radio fre-
quency band to at least one subscriber unit.

Example 10 includes the distributed base station radio
system of Example 9, wherein the first universal remote radio
head includes a first radio frequency converter configured to
frequency convert the first downlink broadband signal into
the first downlink radio frequency signals in the first radio
frequency band; wherein the first universal remote radio head
includes a second radio frequency converter configured to
frequency convert the second downlink broadband signal into
the second downlink radio frequency signals; wherein the
first universal remote radio head includes a first power ampli-
fier, radio frequency transceiver, and antenna set configured
to transmit the first radio frequency band; and wherein the
first universal remote radio head includes a second power
amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and antenna set con-
figured to transmit the second radio frequency band.

Example 11 includes the distributed base station radio
system of Example 10, wherein the first downlink radio fre-
quency signals and the second downlink radio frequency
signals are MIMO signals transmitted to a single subscriber
unit.

Example 12 includes the distributed base station radio
system of any of Examples 7-11, wherein the first universal
remote radio head includes a first radio frequency converter
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configured to frequency convert the first downlink broadband
signal into the first downlink radio frequency signals in the
first radio frequency band; wherein the first universal remote
radio head includes a second radio frequency converter con-
figured to frequency convert the second downlink broadband
signal into the second downlink radio frequency signals in the
second radio frequency band; and wherein the first universal
remote radio head includes a single power amplifier, radio
frequency transceiver, and antenna set configured to transmit
both the first radio frequency band and the second radio
frequency band.

Example 13 includes the distributed base station radio
system of any of Examples 7-12, wherein the first universal
remote radio head includes a single radio frequency converter
configured to frequency convert both the first downlink
broadband signal into the first downlink radio frequency sig-
nals in the first radio frequency band and the second downlink
broadband signal into the second downlink radio frequency
signals in the second radio frequency band; and wherein the
first universal remote radio head includes a single power
amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and antenna set con-
figured to transmit both the first radio frequency band and the
second radio frequency band.

Example 14 includes the distributed base station radio
system of any of Examples 1-13, further comprising: a second
channelized to broadband conversion unit configured to
receive second downlink channelized data for a second radio
frequency band from a second channelized radio frequency
source; wherein the second channelized to broadband con-
version unit is further configured to convert the second down-
link channelized data into a second downlink broadband sig-
nal; a second universal remote radio head communicatively
coupled to the second channelized to broadband conversion
unit; a switch communicatively coupled between both the
first channelized to broadband conversion unit and the second
channelized to broadband conversion unit and the first uni-
versal remote radio head and the second universal remote
radio head; wherein the first channelized to broadband con-
version unit is further configured to communicate the first
downlink broadband signal to the switch; wherein the second
channelized to broadband conversion unit is further config-
ured to communicate the second downlink broadband signal
to the switch; wherein the switch is configured to communi-
cate the first downlink broadband signal to the first universal
remote radio head; wherein the switch is configured to com-
municate the second downlink broadband signal to the second
universal remote radio head; wherein the second universal
remote radio head is configured to receive the second down-
link broadband signal; wherein the second universal remote
radio head is further configured to frequency convert the
second downlink broadband signal into second downlink
radio frequency signals in the second radio frequency band;
and wherein the second universal remote radio head is further
configured to transmit the second downlink radio frequency
signals in the second radio frequency band to at least one
subscriber unit.

Example 15 includes the distributed base station radio
system of any of Examples 1-14, wherein the first channel-
ized radio frequency source is a base band unit of a wireless
access base station.

Example 16 includes the distributed base station radio
system of any of Examples 1-15, further comprising: wherein
the first universal remote radio head is further configured to
receive uplink radio frequency signals in the first radio fre-
quency band from the first subscriber unit; wherein the first
universal remote radio head is further configured to frequency
convert the uplink radio frequency signals in the first radio
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frequency band into an uplink broadband signal; wherein the
first universal remote radio head is further configured to com-
municate the uplink broadband signal to the first channelized
to broadband conversion unit; wherein the first channelized to
broadband conversion unit is further configured to receive the
uplink broadband signal; wherein the first channelized to
broadband conversion unit is further configured to convert the
uplink broadband signal into uplink channelized data for the
first radio frequency band; and wherein the first channelized
to broadband conversion unit is further configured to com-
municate the uplink channelized data for the first radio fre-
quency band to the first channelized radio frequency source.

Example 17 includes the distributed base station radio
system of Example 16, wherein downlink and uplink signals
within the first radio frequency band are in distinct spectrum.

Example 18 includes the distributed base station radio
system of any of Examples 16-17, wherein downlink and
uplink signals within the first radio frequency band overlap in
spectrum.

Example 19 includes the distributed base station radio
system of any of Examples 16-18, wherein the downlink and
uplink signals within the first radio frequency band are sepa-
rated in time using a Time Division Duplexing (TDD)
scheme.

Example 20 includes a method comprising: receiving first
downlink channelized data for a first radio frequency band
from a first channelized radio frequency source at a first
channelized to broadband conversion unit; converting the first
downlink channelized data into a first downlink broadband
signal at the first channelized to broadband conversion unit;
communicating the first downlink broadband signal to a first
universal remote radio head from the first channelized to
broadband conversion unit; frequency converting the first
downlink broadband signal into first downlink radio fre-
quency signals in the first radio frequency band at the first
universal remote radio head; and transmitting the first down-
link radio frequency signals in the first radio frequency band
to a first subscriber unit at the first universal remote radio
head.

Example 21 includes the method of Example 20, wherein
the first channelized radio frequency source is at least one of
a Common Public Radio Interface (CPRI) base station inter-
face, an Open Base Station Architecture Initiative (OBSAI)
base station interface, and an Open Radio Interface (ORI)
interface; and wherein the first downlink channelized data is
formatted according to at least one of a Common Public
Radio Interface (CPRI) standard, an Open Base Station
Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) standard, and an Open Radio
Interface (ORI) standard.

Example 22 includes the method of any of Examples
20-21, further comprising: receiving second downlink chan-
nelized data for a second radio frequency band from a second
channelized radio frequency source at a second channelized
to broadband conversion unit; convert the second downlink
channelized data for the second radio frequency band into a
second downlink broadband signal at the second channelized
to broadband conversion unit; communicating the second
downlink broadband signal from the second channelized to
broadband conversion unit to the first universal remote radio
head; frequency converting the second downlink broadband
signal into radio frequency signals in the second radio fre-
quency band; and transmitting the radio frequency signals in
the second radio frequency band to at least one subscriber unit
at the first universal remote radio head.

Example 23 includes the method of Example 22, further
comprising: receiving the first downlink broadband signal
from the first channelized to broadband conversion unit at a
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switch; receiving the second downlink broadband signal from
the second channelized to broadband conversion unit at the
switch; aggregating the first downlink broadband signal with
the second downlink broadband signal into an aggregate
downlink broadband signal at the switch; and communicating
the aggregate downlink broadband signal from the switch to
the first universal remote radio head.

Example 24 includes the method of Example 23, wherein
aggregating the first downlink broadband signal with the sec-
ond downlink broadband signal into an aggregate downlink
broadband signal at the switch includes at least one of sum-
ming, multiplexing, and combining the first downlink broad-
band signal with the second downlink broadband signal.

Example 25 includes the method of any of Examples
23-24, further comprising: communicating the aggregate
downlink broadband signal from the switch to a second uni-
versal remote radio head; converting the aggregate downlink
broadband signal into radio frequency signals in both the first
radio frequency band and the second radio frequency band at
the second universal remote radio head; and transmitting the
radio frequency signals in both the first radio frequency band
and the second radio frequency band at the second universal
remote radio head.

Example 26 includes the method of any of Examples
23-25, further comprising: communicating the aggregate
downlink broadband signal from the switch to a second uni-
versal remote radio head; extracting the second downlink
broadband signals from the aggregate downlink broadband
signal; converting the second downlink broadband signal into
second downlink radio frequency signals in the second radio
frequency band at the second universal remote radio head;
and transmitting the second downlink radio frequency signals
in the second radio frequency band at the second universal
remote radio head.

Example 27 includes the method of Example 26, wherein
extracting the second downlink broadband signals from the
aggregate downlink broadband signal includes at least one of
de-multiplexing and splitting apart.

Example 28 includes the method of any of Examples
22-27, further comprising: receiving the first downlink broad-
band signal from the first channelized to broadband conver-
sion unit at a switch; receiving the second downlink broad-
band signal from the second channelized to broadband
conversion unit at the switch; aggregating the first downlink
broadband signal with the second downlink broadband sig-
nals into an aggregate downlink broadband signal at the
switch; communicating the aggregate downlink broadband
signal from the switch to the first universal remote radio head;
frequency converting the aggregate downlink broadband sig-
nal into radio frequency signals in both the first radio fre-
quency band and the second radio frequency band; and trans-
mitting the radio frequency signals in both the first radio
frequency band and the second radio frequency band to at
least one subscriber unit at the first universal remote radio
head.

Example 29 includes the method of any of Examples
20-28, further comprising: receiving second downlink chan-
nelized data for a second radio frequency band from a second
channelized radio frequency source at a second channelized
to broadband conversion unit; converting the second down-
link channelized data into a second downlink broadband sig-
nal; communicating the second downlink broadband signal to
the first universal remote radio head from the second chan-
nelized to broadband conversion unit; frequency converting
the second downlink broadband signal into second downlink
radio frequency signals in the second radio frequency band at
the first universal remote radio head; and transmitting the
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second downlink radio frequency signals in the second radio
frequency band to at least one subscriber unit.

Example 30 includes the method of Example 29, wherein
frequency converting the first downlink broadband signal into
first downlink radio frequency signals in the first radio fre-
quency band occurs at a first frequency converter of the first
universal remote radio head; wherein frequency converting
the second downlink broadband signal into second downlink
radio frequency signals in the second radio frequency band
occurs at a second frequency converter of the first universal
remote radio head; wherein transmitting the first downlink
radio frequency signals in the first radio frequency band to a
first subscriber unit at the first universal remote radio head
occurs at a first power amplifier, radio frequency transceiver,
and antenna set of the first universal remote radio head; and
wherein transmitting the second downlink radio frequency
signals in the second radio frequency band to a second sub-
scriber unit at the first universal remote radio head occurs at a
second power amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and
antenna set of the first universal remote radio head.

Example 31 includes the method of Example 30, wherein
the first downlink radio frequency signals and the second
downlink radio frequency signals are MIMO signals trans-
mitted to a single subscriber unit.

Example 32 includes the method of any of Examples
29-31, wherein frequency converting the first downlink
broadband signal into first downlink radio frequency signals
in the first radio frequency band occurs at a first frequency
converter of the first universal remote radio head; wherein
frequency converting the second downlink broadband signal
into second downlink radio frequency signals in the second
radio frequency band occurs at a second frequency converter
of the first universal remote radio head; and wherein trans-
mitting both the first downlink radio frequency signals in the
first radio frequency band and the second downlink radio
frequency signals in the second radio frequency band occurs
at a single power amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and
antenna set.

Example 33 includes the method of any of Examples
29-32, wherein frequency converting both the first downlink
broadband signal into the first downlink radio frequency sig-
nals in the first radio frequency band and the second downlink
broadband signals into the second downlink radio frequency
signals in the second radio frequency band occurs at a single
radio frequency converter; and wherein transmitting both the
first downlink radio frequency signals in the first radio fre-
quency band and the second downlink radio frequency sig-
nals in the second radio frequency band occurs at a single
power amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and antenna set.

Example 34 includes the method of any of Examples
20-33, further comprising: communicating the first downlink
broadband signal from the first channelized to broadband
conversion unit to a switch; receiving second downlink chan-
nelized data for a second radio frequency band from a second
channelized radio frequency source at a second channelized
to broadband conversion unit; converting the second down-
link channelized data into a second downlink broadband sig-
nal at the second channelized to broadband conversion unit;
communicating the second downlink broadband signal from
the second channelized to broadband conversion unit to the
switch; communicating the first downlink broadband signal
from the switch to the first universal remote radio head; com-
municating the second downlink broadband signal from the
switch to the second universal remote radio head; frequency
converting the second downlink broadband signal into second
downlink radio frequency signals in the second radio fre-
quency band at the second universal remote radio head; and
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transmitting the second downlink radio frequency signals in
the second radio frequency band to at least one subscriber unit
at the second universal remote radio head.

Example 35 includes the method of any of Examples
20-34, further comprising: receiving uplink radio frequency
signals in the first radio frequency band from the first sub-
scriber unit at the first universal remote radio head; frequency
converting the uplink radio frequency signals in the first radio
frequency band into an uplink broadband signal at the first
universal remote radio head; communicating the uplink
broadband signal to the first channelized to broadband con-
version unit from the first universal remote radio head; con-
verting the uplink broadband signal into uplink channelized
data for the first radio frequency band at the first channelized
to broadband conversion unit; and communicating the uplink
channelized data for the first radio frequency band to the first
channelized radio frequency source at the first channelized to
broadband conversion unit.

Example 36 includes the method of Example 35, wherein
downlink and uplink signals within the first radio frequency
band are in distinct spectrum.

Example 37 includes the method of any of Examples
35-36, wherein downlink and uplink signals within the first
radio frequency band overlap in spectrum.

Example 38 includes the method of any of Examples
35-37, wherein the downlink and uplink signals within the
first radio frequency band are separated in time using a Time
Division Duplexing (TDD) scheme.

Example 39 includes a universal remote radio head com-
prising: an interface configured to receive a downlink broad-
band signal including digitized data for a radio frequency
band from a remote channelized to broadband conversion
module; a frequency converter configured to frequency con-
vert the downlink broadband signal into downlink radio fre-
quency signals in the radio frequency band; a radio frequency
transceiver and antenna pair configured to transmit the down-
link radio frequency signals in the radio frequency band to a
first subscriber unit; the radio frequency transceiver and
antenna pair further configured to receive uplink radio fre-
quency signals in the radio frequency band from the first
subscriber unit; the frequency converter further configured to
frequency convert the uplink radio frequency signals in the
radio frequency band into an uplink broadband signal; and
wherein the interface is configured to communicate the
uplink broadband signal including digitized data for the radio
frequency band to the remote channelized to broadband con-
version module.

Example 40 includes a method comprising: receiving a
downlink broadband signal including digitized data from a
radio frequency band communicated from a remote channel-
ized to broadband conversion module at a universal remote
radio head; frequency converting the downlink broadband
signal into downlink radio frequency signals in the radio
frequency band at the universal remote radio head; transmit-
ting the downlink radio frequency signals in the radio fre-
quency band to a first subscriber unit; receiving uplink radio
frequency signals in the radio frequency band from the first
subscriber unit; frequency converting the uplink radio fre-
quency signals in the radio frequency band into an uplink
broadband signal; and communicating the uplink broadband
signal to the remote channelized to broadband conversion
module at the universal remote radio head.

Example 41 includes a channelized to broadband conver-
sion unit comprising: a first interface configured to receive
first downlink channelized data for a radio frequency band
from a channelized radio frequency source coupled to the
channelized to broadband conversion unit; a converter con-
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figured to convert the first downlink channelized data into a
downlink broadband signal; a second interface configured to
communicate the downlink broadband signal to a universal
remote radio head; wherein the second interface is further
configured to receive an uplink broadband signal from the
universal remote radio head; wherein the converter is further
configured to convert the uplink broadband signal from the
universal remote radio head into uplink channelized data for
the radio frequency band; and wherein the first interface is
further configured to communicate uplink channelized data
for the radio frequency band to the channelized radio fre-
quency source coupled to the channelized to broadband con-
version unit.

Example 42 includes the channelized to broadband con-
version unit of Example 41, wherein the channelized radio
frequency source is at least one of a Common Public Radio
Interface (CPRI) base station interface, an Open Base Station
Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) base station interface, and an
Open Radio Interface (ORI) interface; and wherein the first
downlink channelized data and the uplink channelized data
are formatted according to at least one of a Common Public
Radio Interface (CPRI) standard, an Open Base Station
Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) standard, and an Open Radio
Interface (ORI) standard.

Example 43 includes a method comprising: receiving
downlink channelized data for a radio frequency band from
an channelized radio frequency source at a channelized to
broadband conversion unit; converting the downlink channel-
ized data into a downlink broadband signal at the channelized
to broadband conversion unit; communicating the downlink
broadband signal to a universal remote radio head; receiving
an uplink broadband signal from the universal remote radio
head; converting the uplink broadband signal into uplink
channelized data for the radio frequency band at the channel-
ized to broadband conversion unit; and communicating the
uplink channelized data for the radio frequency band to the
channelized radio frequency source coupled to the channel-
ized to broadband conversion unit.

Example 44 includes the method of Example 43, wherein
the channelized radio frequency source is at least one of a
Common Public Radio Interface (CPRI) base station inter-
face, an Open Base Station Architecture Initiative (OBSAI)
base station interface, and an Open Radio Interface (ORI)
interface; and wherein the downlink channelized data and the
uplink channelized data are formatted according to at least
one of a Common Public Radio Interface (CPRI) standard, an
Open Base Station Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) standard,
and an Open Radio Interface (ORI) standard.

What is claimed is:

1. A distributed base station radio system comprising:

afirst channelized to broadband conversion unit configured
to receive first downlink digital channelized data for a
first radio frequency band from a first channelized radio
frequency source, wherein the first downlink digital
channelized data is specific to a first channel;

wherein the first channelized to broadband conversion unit
is further configured to convert the first downlink digital
channelized data into a first downlink digital broadband
signal having a single center frequency, wherein the first
downlink digital broadband signal is configured to rep-
resent a portion of radio frequency spectrum having a
plurality of channels, the plurality of channels including
the first channel, wherein each of the plurality of chan-
nels is configured to be in non-overlapping locations
within the first downlink digital broadband signal that
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reflect the location of each channel within the portion of
radio frequency spectrum relative to the plurality of
channels;

a first universal remote radio head communicatively
coupled to the first channelized to broadband conversion
unit;

wherein the first channelized to broadband conversion unit
is further configured to communicate the first downlink
digital broadband signal to the first universal remote
radio head;

wherein the first universal remote radio head is configured
to receive the first downlink digital broadband signal;

wherein the first universal remote radio head is further
configured to convert the first downlink digital broad-
band signal into first downlink analog radio frequency
signals in the first radio frequency band through at least
one of frequency conversion and digital to analog con-
version;

wherein the first universal remote radio head is further
configured to transmit the first downlink analog radio
frequency signals in the first radio frequency band to a
first subscriber unit.

2. The distributed base station radio system of claim 1,
wherein the first channelized radio frequency source is at least
one of a Common Public Radio Interface (CPRI) base station
interface, an Open Base Station Architecture Initiative (OB-
SAI) base station interface, and an Open Radio Interface
(OR]) interface; and

wherein the first downlink digital channelized data is for-
matted according to at least one of a Common Public
Radio Interface (CPRI) standard, an Open Base Station
Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) standard, and an Open
Radio Interface (ORI) standard.

3. The distributed base station radio system of claim 1,

further comprising:

wherein the first universal remote radio head is further
communicatively coupled to a second channelized to
broadband conversion unit configured to receive second
downlink digital channelized data for a second radio
frequency band from a second channelized radio fre-
quency source, wherein the second downlink digital
channelized data is specific to a second channel;

wherein the second channelized to broadband conversion
unitis further configured to convert the second downlink
digital channelized data for the second radio frequency
band into a second downlink digital broadband signal
having the single center frequency, wherein the second
downlink digital broadband signal is configured to rep-
resent the portion of radio frequency having the plurality
of channels, the plurality of channels including the sec-
ond channel, wherein each of the plurality of channels is
configured to be in non-overlapping locations within the
second downlink digital broadband signal that reflect the
location of each channel within the portion of radio
frequency spectrum relative to the plurality of channels;

wherein the second channelized to broadband conversion
unit is further configured to communicate the second
downlink digital broadband signal to the first universal
remote radio head;

wherein the first universal remote radio head is configured
to receive the second downlink digital broadband signal;

wherein the first universal remote radio head is configured
to convert the second downlink digital broadband signal
into second downlink analog radio frequency signals in
the second radio frequency band through at least one of
frequency conversion and digital to analog conversion;
and
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wherein the first universal remote radio head is further
configured to transmit the second downlink analog radio
frequency signals in the second radio frequency band to
a second subscriber unit.

4. The distributed base station radio system of claim 3,

further comprising:

a switch communicatively coupled between both the first
channelized to broadband conversion unit and the sec-
ond channelized to broadband conversion unit and the
first universal remote radio head, the switch configured
to receive the first downlink digital broadband signal
from the first channelized to broadband conversion unit
and the second downlink digital broadband signal from
the second channelized to broadband conversion unit
and to sum the first downlink digital broadband signal
with the second downlink digital broadband signal into
an aggregate downlink digital broadband signal;

the switch further configured to transmit the aggregate
downlink digital broadband signal to the first universal
remote radio head;

the first universal remote radio head further configured to
receive the aggregate downlink digital broadband signal
and to convert the aggregate downlink digital broadband
signal into radio frequency signals in both the first radio
frequency band and the second radio frequency band
through at least one of frequency conversion and digital
to analog conversion; and

the first universal remote radio head further configured to
transmit the radio frequency signals in both the first
radio frequency band and the second radio frequency
band to at least one subscriber unit.

5. The distributed base station radio system of claim 4,
wherein the switch is further configured to transmit the aggre-
gate downlink digital broadband signal to a second universal
remote radio head;

wherein the second universal remote radio is configured to
receive the aggregate downlink digital broadband signal
and to convert the aggregate downlink digital broadband
signal into radio frequency signals in both the first radio
frequency band and the second radio frequency band
through at least one of frequency conversion and digital
to analog conversion; and

wherein the second universal remote radio head is further
configured to transmit the radio frequency signals in the
first radio frequency band and the second radio fre-
quency band to at least one subscriber unit.

6. The distributed base station radio system of claim 3,

further comprising:

a switch communicatively coupled between both the first
channelized to broadband conversion unit and the sec-
ond channelized to broadband conversion unit and the
first universal remote radio head, the switch configured
to receive the first downlink digital broadband signal
from the first channelized to broadband conversion unit
and the second downlink digital broadband signal from
the second channelized to broadband conversion unit
and to aggregate the first downlink digital broadband
signal with the second downlink digital broadband sig-
nal into an aggregate downlink digital broadband signal;

the switch further configured to transmit the aggregate
downlink digital broadband signal to the first universal
remote radio head;

the first universal remote radio head further configured to
receive the aggregate downlink digital broadband signal,
to extract the first downlink digital broadband signal
from the aggregate downlink digital broadband signal,
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and to frequency convert the first downlink digital
broadband signal into radio frequency signals in the first
radio frequency band;

the first universal remote radio head further configured to

transmit the first radio frequency signals in the firstradio
frequency band to at least one subscriber unit.

7. The distributed base station radio system of claim 6,
wherein the first universal remote radio head is configured to
extract the first downlink digital broadband signal from the
aggregate downlink digital broadband signal through at least
one of de-multiplexing and splitting apart.

8. The distributed base station radio system of claim 1,
wherein the first universal remote radio head is further com-
municatively coupled to a second channelized to broadband
conversion unit configured to receive second downlink digital
channelized data for a second radio frequency band from a
second channelized radio frequency source, wherein the sec-
ond downlink digital channelized data is specific to a second
channel;

wherein the second channelized to broadband conversion

unitis further configured to convert the second downlink
digital channelized data into a second downlink digital
broadband signal having the single center frequency,
wherein the second downlink digital broadband signal is
configured to represent the portion of radio frequency
having the plurality of channels, the plurality of chan-
nels including the second channel, wherein each of the
plurality of channels is configured to be in non-overlap-
ping locations within the second downlink digital broad-
band signal that reflect the location of each channel
within the portion of radio frequency spectrum relative
to the plurality of channels;

wherein the second channelized to broadband conversion

unit is further configured to communicate the second
downlink digital broadband signal to the first universal
remote radio head;

wherein the first universal remote radio head is further

configured to receive the second downlink digital broad-
band signal;

wherein the first universal remote radio head is further

configured to frequency convert and digital to analog
convert the second downlink digital broadband signal
into second downlink analog radio frequency signals in
the second radio frequency band; and

wherein the first universal remote radio head is further

configured to transmit the second downlink analog radio
frequency signals in the second radio frequency band to
at least one subscriber unit.

9. The distributed base station radio system of claim 8,
wherein the first universal remote radio head includes a first
radio frequency converter configured to frequency convert
the first downlink digital broadband signal into the first down-
link analog radio frequency signals in the first radio frequency
band;

wherein the first universal remote radio head includes a

second radio frequency converter configured to fre-
quency convert the second downlink digital broadband
signal into the second downlink analog radio frequency
signals;

wherein the first universal remote radio head includes a

first power amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and
antenna set configured to transmit the first radio fre-
quency band; and

wherein the first universal remote radio head includes a

second power amplifier, radio frequency transceiver,
and antenna set configured to transmit the second radio
frequency band.
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10. The distributed base station radio system of claim 9,
wherein the first downlink analog radio frequency signals and
the second downlink analog radio frequency signals are
MIMO signals transmitted to a single subscriber unit.

11. The distributed base station radio system of claim 6,
wherein the first universal remote radio head includes a first
radio frequency converter configured to frequency convert
the first downlink digital broadband signal into the first down-
link analog radio frequency signals in the first radio frequency
band;

wherein the first universal remote radio head includes a
second radio frequency converter configured to fre-
quency convert the second downlink digital broadband
signal into the second downlink analog radio frequency
signals in the second radio frequency band; and

wherein the first universal remote radio head includes a
single power amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and
antenna set configured to transmit both the first radio
frequency band and the second radio frequency band.

12. The distributed base station radio system of claim 6,
wherein the first universal remote radio head includes a single
radio frequency converter configured to frequency convert
both the first downlink digital broadband signal into the first
downlink analog radio frequency signals in the first radio
frequency band and the second downlink digital broadband
signal into the second downlink analog radio frequency sig-
nals in the second radio frequency band; and

wherein the first universal remote radio head includes a
single power amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and
antenna set configured to transmit both the first radio
frequency band and the second radio frequency band.

13. The distributed base station radio system of claim 1,
further comprising:

a second channelized to broadband conversion unit config-
ured to receive second downlink digital channelized data
for a second radio frequency band from a second chan-
nelized radio frequency source, wherein the second
downlink digital channelized data is specific to a second
channel;

wherein the second channelized to broadband conversion
unitis further configured to convert the second downlink
digital channelized data into a second downlink digital
broadband signal having the single center frequency,
wherein the second downlink digital broadband signal is
configured to represent the portion of radio frequency
having the plurality of channels, the plurality of chan-
nels including the second channel, wherein each of the
plurality of channels is configured to be in non-overlap-
ping locations within the second downlink broadband
signal that reflect the location of each channel within the
portion of radio frequency spectrum relative to the plu-
rality of channels;

a second universal remote radio head communicatively
coupled to the second channelized to broadband conver-
sion unit;

a switch communicatively coupled between both the first
channelized to broadband conversion unit and the sec-
ond channelized to broadband conversion unit and the
first universal remote radio head and the second univer-
sal remote radio head;

wherein the first channelized to broadband conversion unit
is further configured to communicate the first downlink
digital broadband signal to the switch;

wherein the second channelized to broadband conversion
unit is further configured to communicate the second
downlink digital broadband signal to the switch;
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wherein the switch is configured to communicate the first
downlink digital broadband signal to the first universal
remote radio head;

wherein the switch is configured to communicate the sec-

ond downlink digital broadband signal to the second
universal remote radio head;

wherein the second universal remote radio head is config-

ured to receive the second downlink digital broadband
signal;

wherein the second universal remote radio head is further

configured to convert the second downlink digital broad-
band signal into second downlink analog radio fre-
quency signals in the second radio frequency band
through at least one of frequency conversion and digital
to analog conversion; and

wherein the second universal remote radio head is further

configured to transmit the second downlink analog radio
frequency signals in the second radio frequency band to
at least one subscriber unit.

14. The distributed base station radio system of claim 1,
wherein the first channelized radio frequency source is a base
band unit of a wireless access base station.

15. The distributed base station radio system of claim 1,
further comprising:

wherein the first universal remote radio head is further

configured to receive uplink analog radio frequency sig-
nals in the first radio frequency band from the first sub-
scriber unit;

wherein the first universal remote radio head is further

configured to convert the uplink analog radio frequency
signals in the first radio frequency band into an uplink
digital broadband signal though at least one of frequency
conversion and analog to digital conversion;

wherein the first universal remote radio head is further

configured to communicate the uplink digital broadband
signal to the first channelized to broadband conversion
unit;

wherein the first channelized to broadband conversion unit

is further configured to receive the uplink digital broad-
band signal;

wherein the first channelized to broadband conversion unit

is further configured to convert the uplink digital broad-
band signal into uplink digital channelized data for the
first radio frequency band; and

wherein the first channelized to broadband conversion unit

is further configured to communicate the uplink digital
channelized data for the first radio frequency band to the
first channelized radio frequency source.

16. The distributed base station radio system of claim 15,
wherein downlink and uplink signals within the first radio
frequency band are in distinct spectrum.

17. The distributed base station radio system of claim 15,
wherein downlink and uplink signals within the first radio
frequency band overlap in spectrum.

18. The distributed base station radio system of claim 15,
wherein downlink and uplink signals within the first radio
frequency band are separated in time using a Time Division
Duplexing (TDD) scheme.

19. A method comprising:

receiving first downlink digital channelized data for a first

radio frequency band from a first channelized radio fre-
quency source at a first channelized to broadband con-
version unit, wherein the first downlink digital channel-
ized data is specific to a first channel;

converting the first downlink digital channelized data into

a first downlink digital broadband signal at the first
channelized to broadband conversion unit, wherein the
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first downlink digital broadband signal has a single cen-
ter frequency, wherein the first downlink digital broad-
band signal is configured to represent a portion of radio
frequency spectrum having a plurality of channels, the
plurality of channels including the first channel, wherein
each of the plurality of channels is configured to be in
non-overlapping locations within the first downlink
digital broadband signal that reflect the location of each
channel within the portion of radio frequency spectrum
relative to the plurality of channels;

communicating the first downlink digital broadband signal
to a first universal remote radio head from the first chan-
nelized to broadband conversion unit;

converting the first downlink digital broadband signal into
first downlink analog radio frequency signals in the first
radio frequency band at the first universal remote radio
head through at least one of frequency conversion and
digital to analog conversion; and

transmitting the first downlink analog radio frequency sig-
nals in the first radio frequency band to a first subscriber
unit at the first universal remote radio head.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the first channelized

radio frequency source is at least one of a Common Public
Radio Interface (CPRI) base station interface, an Open Base
Station Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) base station inter-
face, and an Open Radio Interface (ORI) interface; and

wherein the first downlink digital channelized data is for-
matted according to at least one of a Common Public
Radio Interface (CPRI) standard, an Open Base Station
Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) standard, and an Open
Radio Interface (ORI) standard.

21. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

receiving second downlink digital channelized data for a
second radio frequency band from a second channelized
radio frequency source at a second channelized to broad-
band conversion unit, wherein the second downlink digi-
tal channelized data is specific to a second channel;

convert the second downlink digital channelized data for
the second radio frequency band into a second downlink
digital broadband signal at the second channelized to
broadband conversion unit, wherein the second down-
link digital broadband signal has the single center fre-
quency, wherein the second downlink digital broadband
signal is configured to represent the portion of radio
frequency having the plurality of channels, the plurality
of channels including the second channel, wherein each
of the plurality of channels is configured to be in non-
overlapping locations within the second downlink digi-
tal broadband signal that reflect the location of each
channel within the portion of radio frequency spectrum
relative to the plurality of channels;

communicating the second downlink digital broadband
signal from the second channelized to broadband con-
version unit to the first universal remote radio head;

converting the second downlink digital broadband signal
into second downlink analog radio frequency signals in
the second radio frequency band through at least one of
frequency conversion and digital to analog conversion;
and

transmitting the second downlink analog radio frequency
signals in the second radio frequency band to at least one
subscriber unit at the first universal remote radio head.

22. The method of claim 21, further comprising:

receiving the first downlink digital broadband signal from
the first channelized to broadband conversion unit at a
switch;
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receiving the second downlink digital broadband signal
from the second channelized to broadband conversion
unit at the switch;

summing the first downlink digital broadband signal with
the second downlink digital broadband signal into an
aggregate downlink digital broadband signal at the
switch; and

communicating the aggregate downlink digital broadband
signal from the switch to the first universal remote radio
head.

23. The method of claim 22, further comprising:

communicating the aggregate downlink digital broadband
signal from the switch to a second universal remote radio
head;

converting the aggregate downlink digital broadband sig-
nal into radio frequency signals in both the first radio
frequency band and the second radio frequency band at
the second universal remote radio head through at least
one of frequency conversion and digital to analog con-
version; and

transmitting the radio frequency signals in both the first
radio frequency band and the second radio frequency
band at the second universal remote radio head.

24. The method of claim 22, further comprising:

communicating the aggregate downlink digital broadband
signal from the switch to a second universal remote radio
head;

extracting the second downlink digital broadband signals
from the aggregate downlink digital broadband signal;

converting the second downlink digital broadband signal
into second downlink analog radio frequency signals in
the second radio frequency band at the second universal
remote radio head; and

transmitting the second downlink analog radio frequency
signals in the second radio frequency band at the second
universal remote radio head.

25. The method of claim 21, further comprising:

receiving the first downlink digital broadband signal from
the first channelized to broadband conversion unit at a
switch;

receiving the second downlink digital broadband signal
from the second channelized to broadband conversion
unit at the switch;

summing the first downlink digital broadband signal with
the second downlink digital broadband signals into an
aggregate downlink digital broadband signal at the
switch;

communicating the aggregate downlink digital broadband
signal from the switch to the first universal remote radio
head;

converting the aggregate downlink digital broadband sig-
nal into radio frequency signals in both the first radio
frequency band and the second radio frequency band
through at least one of frequency conversion and digital
to analog conversion; and

transmitting the radio frequency signals in both the first
radio frequency band and the second radio frequency
band to at least one subscriber unit at the first universal
remote radio head.

26. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

receiving second downlink digital channelized data for a
second radio frequency band from a second channelized
radio frequency source at a second channelized to broad-
band conversion unit;

converting the second downlink digital channelized data
into a second downlink digital broadband signal;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

38

communicating the second downlink digital broadband
signal to the first universal remote radio head from the
second channelized to broadband conversion unit;

converting the second downlink digital broadband signal
into second downlink analog radio frequency signals in
the second radio frequency band at the first universal
remote radio head through at least one of frequency
conversion and digital to analog conversion; and

transmitting the second downlink analog radio frequency
signals in the second radio frequency band to at least one
subscriber unit.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein frequency converting
the first downlink digital broadband signal into first downlink
analog radio frequency signals in the first radio frequency
band occurs at a first frequency converter of the first universal
remote radio head;

wherein converting the second downlink digital broadband

signal into second downlink analog radio frequency sig-
nals in the second radio frequency band occurs at a
second frequency converter of the first universal remote
radio head;

wherein transmitting the first downlink analog radio fre-

quency signals in the first radio frequency band to a first
subscriber unit at the first universal remote radio head
occurs at a first power amplifier, radio frequency trans-
ceiver, and antenna set of the first universal remote radio
head; and

wherein transmitting the second downlink analog radio

frequency signals in the second radio frequency band to
a second subscriber unit at the first universal remote
radio head occurs at a second power amplifier, radio
frequency transceiver, and antenna set of the first uni-
versal remote radio head.

28. The method of claim 27, wherein the first downlink
analog radio frequency signals and the second downlink ana-
log radio frequency signals are MIMO signals transmitted to
a single subscriber unit.

29. The method of claim 26, wherein frequency converting
the first downlink digital broadband signal into first downlink
analog radio frequency signals in the first radio frequency
band occurs at a first frequency converter of the first universal
remote radio head;

wherein converting the second downlink digital broadband

signal into second downlink analog radio frequency sig-
nals in the second radio frequency band occurs at a
second frequency converter of the first universal remote
radio head; and

wherein transmitting both the first downlink analog radio

frequency signals in the first radio frequency band and
the second downlink analog radio frequency signals in
the second radio frequency band occurs at a single power
amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and antenna set.

30. The method of claim 26, wherein converting both the
first downlink digital broadband signal into the first downlink
analog radio frequency signals in the first radio frequency
band and the second downlink digital broadband signals into
the second downlink analog radio frequency signals in the
second radio frequency band occurs at a single radio fre-
quency converter; and

wherein transmitting both the first downlink analog radio

frequency signals in the first radio frequency band and
the second downlink analog radio frequency signals in
the second radio frequency band occurs at a single power
amplifier, radio frequency transceiver, and antenna set.
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31. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

communicating the first downlink digital broadband signal

from the first channelized to broadband conversion unit
to a switch;
receiving second downlink digital channelized data for a
second radio frequency band from a second channelized
radio frequency source at a second channelized to broad-
band conversion unit, wherein the second downlink digi-
tal channelized data is specific to a second channel;

converting the second downlink digital channelized data
into a second downlink digital broadband signal at the
second channelized to broadband conversion unit,
wherein the second downlink digital broadband signal
has the single center frequency, wherein the second
downlink digital broadband signal is configured to rep-
resent the portion of radio frequency having the plurality
of channels, the plurality of channels including the sec-
ond channel, wherein each of the plurality of channels is
configured to be in non-overlapping locations within the
second downlink digital broadband signal that reflects
the location of each channel within the portion of radio
frequency spectrum relative to the plurality of channels;

communicating the second downlink digital broadband
signal from the second channelized to broadband con-
version unit to the switch;
communicating the first downlink digital broadband signal
from the switch to the first universal remote radio head;

communicating the second downlink digital broadband
signal from the switch to the second universal remote
radio head;
converting the second downlink digital broadband signal
into second downlink analog radio frequency signals in
the second radio frequency band at the second universal
remote radio head through at leas tone of frequency
conversion and digital to analog conversion; and

transmitting the second downlink analog radio frequency
signals in the second radio frequency band to at least one
subscriber unit at the second universal remote radio
head.

32. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

receiving uplink analog radio frequency signals in the first

radio frequency band from the first subscriber unit at the
first universal remote radio head;

converting the uplink analog radio frequency signals in the

first radio frequency band into an uplink digital broad-
band signal at the first universal remote radio head
through at least one of frequency conversion and analog
to digital conversion;

communicating the uplink digital broadband signal to the

first channelized to broadband conversion unit from the
first universal remote radio head;

converting the uplink digital broadband signal into uplink

digital channelized data for the first radio frequency
band at the first channelized to broadband conversion
unit; and

communicating the uplink digital channelized data for the

first radio frequency band to the first channelized radio
frequency source at the first channelized to broadband
conversion unit.

33. The method of claim 32, wherein downlink and uplink
signals within the first radio frequency band are in distinct
spectrum.

34. The method of claim 32, wherein downlink and uplink
signals within the first radio frequency band overlap in spec-
trum.
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35. The method of claim 32, wherein downlink and uplink
signals within the first radio frequency band are separated in

time using a Time Division Duplexing (TDD) scheme.

36. A universal remote radio head comprising:

an interface configured to receive a downlink digital broad-
band signal including digitized data for a radio fre-
quency band from a remote channelized to broadband
conversion module, wherein the downlink digital broad-
band signal includes a single center frequency, wherein
the downlink digital broadband signal is configured to
represent a portion of radio spectrum having a plurality
of channels, wherein each of the plurality of channels is
configured to be in non-overlapping locations within the
first downlink digital broadband signal that reflect the
location of each channel within the portion of radio
frequency spectrum relative to the plurality of channels;

a converter configured to convert the downlink digital
broadband signal into downlink analog radio frequency
signals in the radio frequency band through at least one
of frequency conversion and digital to analog conver-
sion;

a radio frequency transceiver and antenna pair configured
to transmit the downlink analog radio frequency signals
in the radio frequency band to a first subscriber unit;

the radio frequency transceiver and antenna pair further
configured to receive uplink analog radio frequency sig-
nals in the radio frequency band from the first subscriber
unit;

the converter further configured to convert the uplink ana-
log radio frequency signals in the radio frequency band
into an uplink digital broadband signal through at least
one of frequency conversion and analog to digital con-
version; and

wherein the interface is configured to communicate the
uplink digital broadband signal including digitized data
for the radio frequency band to the remote channelized
to broadband conversion module.

37. A method comprising:

receiving a downlink digital broadband signal including
digitized data from a radio frequency band communi-
cated from a remote channelized to broadband conver-
sion module at a universal remote radio head, wherein
the downlink digital broadband signal includes a single
center frequency, wherein the downlink digital broad-
band signal is configured to represent a portion of radio
spectrum having a plurality of channels, wherein each of
the plurality of channels is configured to be in non-
overlapping locations within the first downlink digital
broadband signal that reflects the location of each chan-
nel within the portions of radio frequency spectrum rela-
tive to the plurality of channels;

converting the downlink digital broadband signal into
downlink analog radio frequency signals in the radio
frequency band at the universal remote radio head
through at least one of frequency conversion and digital
to analog conversion;

transmitting the downlink analog radio frequency signals
in the radio frequency band to a first subscriber unit;

receiving uplink analog radio frequency signals in the radio
frequency band from the first subscriber unit;

converting the uplink analog radio frequency signals in the
radio frequency band into an uplink digital broadband
signal through at least one of frequency conversion and
analog to digital conversion; and

communicating the uplink digital broadband signal to the
remote channelized to broadband conversion module at
the universal remote radio head.



US 9,178,636 B2

41

38. A channelized to broadband conversion unit compris-
ing:

a first interface configured to receive first downlink digital
channelized data for a radio frequency band from a
channelized radio frequency source coupled to the chan-
nelized to broadband conversion unit, wherein the first
downlink digital channelized data is specific to a first
channel;

a converter configured to convert the first downlink digital
channelized data into a downlink digital broadband sig-
nal having a single center frequency, wherein the first
downlink digital broadband signal is configured to rep-
resent a portion of radio frequency spectrum having a
plurality of channels, the plurality of channels including
the first channel, wherein each of the plurality of chan-
nels is configured to be in non-overlapping locations
within the first downlink digital broadband signal that
reflect the location of each channel within the portion of
radio frequency spectrum relative to the plurality of
channels;

a second interface configured to communicate the down-
link digital broadband signal to a universal remote radio
head;

wherein the second interface is further configured to
receive an uplink digital broadband signal from the uni-
versal remote radio head;

wherein the converter is further configured to convert the
uplink digital broadband signal from the universal
remote radio head into uplink digital channelized data
for the radio frequency band; and

wherein the first interface is further configured to commu-
nicate uplink digital channelized data for the radio fre-
quency band to the channelized radio frequency source
coupled to the channelized to broadband conversion
unit.

39. The channelized to broadband conversion unit of claim
38, wherein the channelized radio frequency source is at least
one of a Common Public Radio Interface (CPRI) base station
interface, an Open Base Station Architecture Initiative (OB-
SAI) base station interface, and an Open Radio Interface
(OR]) interface; and

wherein the first downlink digital channelized data and the
uplink digital channelized data are formatted according
to at least one of a Common Public Radio Interface
(CPRI) standard, an Open Base Station Architecture
Initiative (OBSAI) standard, and an Open Radio Inter-
face (ORI) standard.

40. A method comprising:

receiving downlink digital channelized data for a radio
frequency band from an channelized radio frequency
source at a channelized to broadband conversion unit,
wherein the first downlink digital channelized data is
specific to a first channel;

converting the downlink digital channelized data into a
downlink digital broadband signal at the channelized to
broadband conversion unit, wherein the downlink digi-
tal broadband signal has a single center frequency,
wherein the downlink digital broadband signal is con-
figured to represent a portion of radio frequency spec-
trum having a plurality of channels, the plurality of
channels including the first channel, wherein each of the
plurality of channels is configured to be in non-overlap-
ping locations within the downlink digital broadband
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signal that reflects the location of each channel within
the portion of radio frequency spectrum relative to the
plurality of channels;

communicating the downlink digital broadband signal to a
universal remote radio head;

receiving an uplink digital broadband signal from the uni-
versal remote radio head;

converting the uplink digital broadband signal into uplink
digital channelized data for the radio frequency band at
the channelized to broadband conversion unit; and

communicating the uplink digital channelized data for the
radio frequency band to the channelized radio frequency
source coupled to the channelized to broadband conver-
sion unit.

41. The method of claim 40, wherein the channelized radio
frequency source is at least one of a Common Public Radio
Interface (CPRI) base station interface, an Open Base Station
Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) base station interface, and an
Open Radio Interface (ORI) interface; and

wherein the downlink digital channelized data and the
uplink digital channelized data are formatted according
to at least one of a Common Public Radio Interface
(CPRI) standard, an Open Base Station Architecture
Initiative (OBSAI) standard, and an Open Radio Inter-
face (ORI) standard.

42. The distributed base station radio system of claim 1,

further comprising:

a switch communicatively coupled between the first chan-
nelized to broadband conversion unit and the first uni-
versal remote radio head, the switch configured to
receive the first downlink digital broadband signal from
the first channelized to broadband conversion unit and a
second downlink digital broadband signal from another
device and to sum the first downlink digital broadband
signal with the second downlink digital broadband sig-
nal into an aggregate downlink digital broadband signal;

the switch further configured to transmit the aggregate
downlink digital broadband signal to the first universal
remote radio head;

the first universal remote radio head further configured to
receive the aggregate downlink digital broadband signal
and to frequency convert the aggregate downlink digital
broadband signal into radio frequency signals in both the
first radio frequency band and the second radio fre-
quency band; and

the first universal remote radio head further configured to
transmit the radio frequency signals in both the first
radio frequency band and the second radio frequency
band to at least one subscriber unit.

43. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

receiving the first downlink digital broadband signal from
the first channelized to broadband conversion unit at a
switch;

receiving a second downlink digital broadband signal from
a second device at the switch;

summing the first downlink digital broadband signal with
the second downlink digital broadband signal into an
aggregate downlink digital broadband signal at the
switch; and

communicating the aggregate downlink digital broadband
signal from the switch to the first universal remote radio
head.



